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CHAPTER I
AN MTROBUOTIGN TO THE STUDY
This study I s  an economic Inventory o f Region 1 , an 
area  which include© Page, Rockingham, and Shenandoah co u n ties . 
The a rea  i s  designated as Region 1 by th e  S ta te  D ivision o f 
Planning and Economic Development. The region i s  an a rea  o f  
economic opportunity  and i s  capable o f  producing more income 
through g re a te r  expansion and development. The resources o f 
th e  region are  v aried . U ti l is a t io n  o f these  resources leads 
to  a  d iv e rs if ie d  economy which allows the  people o f  the  area 
t o  enjoy a high standard o f  l iv in g .
The study i s  economic in  th a t  i t  deals w ith th e  a c t iv i ­
t i e s  which th e  people engage In  fo r  the  purpose o f making a 
l iv in g . I t  i s  an inventory  in  th a t  i t  l i s t s  the  resource© and 
c h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f th e  region and, in  most cases , gives e s t i ­
mates o f  th e i r  va lue . By combining the  economic and inventory  
aspects in to  an in te g ra ted  whole, a complete p ic tu re  o f th e  
region as an economic u n it i s  rev ea led . Each component p a rt
i s  s tu d ied . The r e la t iv e  p o s itio n  o f th e  area  in  th e  S ta te\>
economy l© determined by comparing s t a t i s t i c s  on th e  region
2w ith those on th e  S ta te  o r  o th e r regions w ith in  th e  State*
Many agencies and in d iv id u a ls  have recognised th e  im­
portance o f  such in v en to ries  and th e i r  value to  th e  reg ional 
econoray as w ell as to  th e  S ta te  economy* This an attem pt to  
p u l l  to g e th er m a te ria l which w i l l  he s u f f ic ie n tly  comprehen­
s iv e  fo r  use in  analysis*  Conclusions are formed a f te r  study­
ing  th e  d a ta  which are  assembled and recommendations are  
made, based on such findings* I t  i s  hoped th a t  lo c a l groups 
w il l  use th ese  find ings In such a way as to  improve th e i r  
economic well-being*
The fa c t  th a t  only c e rta in  coun ties are  included in  
th e  study i s  no t a  m atte r o f  chance, but one o f choice* Ho 
attem pt i s  made, however, to  confine the  an a ly s is  w ithin 
p o l i t i c a l  boundaries, as such* The approach i s  made on the 
b as is  o f  economic s im ila r i ty  in  such m atters as population , 
n a tu ra l resou rces, m arkets, trad e  areas  and the  like*  The 
economy o f the  e n t ire  region i s  b a s ic a lly  a g r ic u ltu ra l  but th e  
importance o f in d u stry  and trad e  cannot be overlooked* th u s , 
any boundary which may seem to  appear i s  more economic than 
p o lit ic a l*
The study co n s is ts  o f  b asic  d a ta  to  which an a ly s is  and 
in te rp re ta tio n  are applied* th e  major sources o f  inform ation 
have been p u b lica tio n s o f fe d e ra l , s t a t e ,  and lo c a l  govern­
ment agencies and l e t t e r s  fro® rep resen ta tiv es  o f  these  agen­
cies* In  some In stan ces , m a te ria l was obtained by personal 
interview * Q uestionnaires have supplied  inform ation on recrea­
t io n  and county to  county v a r ia tio n  in  th e  number of c e r ta in  
o f f i c ia l s  such as ju s t ic e s  o f th e  peace*
CHAPTER I I
the  m m im
Hi# a re a  which Has been designated as Region 1 i s  made 
up o f  th e  counties o f  Page, Rockingham, and Shenandoah which 
a re  lo ca ted  in  th e  Shenandoah V alley in  th e  northw estern por­
t io n  o f  Virginia*:
C lim ate, th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  s o i l  and topography, and th e  
t r a d i t io n s  o f  th e  people have tended to  form a  d iv e rs if ie d  
economy which i s  b a s ic a lly  a g r ic u ltu ra l*  Food and kindred 
products fora- th e  most im portant in d u s t r ia l  group o f  th i s  
region* th e re  a re  a lso  a number o f  t o u r i s t  a t tra c tio n s  end 
sev e ra l in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h ig h e r le a rn in g ,
H arrisonburg, lo ca ted  in  Rockingham county, i s  a c i ty  
o f  th e  second c la s s , and th e re  a re  seventeen incorporated  
towns in  Region 1«
Page county i s  bounded to  th e  no rth  by Warren county, 
on th e  west by Rockingham and Shenandoah coun ties, to  th e  
south by Rockingham county and to  th e  e a s t  by Greene, Madison, 
and Rappahannock counties* I t  was formed In  1031 from Shenandoah
and Rockingham counties and was named fo r  John Pago* Governor 
o f  V irg in ia  from 1802 u n t i l  1805* The county i s  d iv ided In to  
fo u r m a g is te r ia l-d ie t r io t  s i Shenandoah Iron  fo rk s , Marks- 
v i l l a ,  Luray, and Springfie ld*  Luray, an incorporated  town.
I s  th e  county s c a t  and th e  towns o f Shenandoah and S tanley are  
a lso  incorporated*
P o u ltry , liv e s to c k , and c e r ta in  f ie ld  crops a re  import­
an t products o f  the  county *
Luray i s  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  famed In ray  Caverns and i s  
n ear th e  h e a r t  ©f th e  Shenandoah n a tio n a l t&ik* The Page 
V alley i s  sa id  to  be th e  most b e a u tifu l p a r t  o f  th e  Shenan­
doah V alley from which i t  i s  separated  by a  low mountain range*
Buckingham county i s  bounded to  the west by West Vir­
g in ia ,  to  th e  no rth  by Shenandoah and Page co u n ties , on th e  
ea s t by dreene and Albemarle counties and to  th e  south by 
Augusta county* I t  was formed in  1778 from Augusta and named 
f o r  th e  Marquis o f  Rockingham, a  B r itis h  statesman* . th e  county 
i s  d iv ided In to  f iv e  m a g is te ria l d is t r ic ts *  S tonew all, Ashby, 
C e n tra l, l i n v i l l e ,  'and P lains*  Harrisonburg i s  th e  county
se a t and incorporated  towns include B ridgw ater*  Broadway* 
Dayton, i lk to n .  G ro ttoes, Mount Crawford, S ingers Glen* and 
Tim berville#
'fa m in g  i s  d iv e rs if ie d  .and grain*' livestock*  poultry* 
and f r u i t  a re  produced# This county i s  known as th e  tu rkey  
c a p ito l  o f  th e  e a s t and stands f i r s t  among V irg in ia  counties 
In  p o u ltry  production# The county has outstanding; education* ■ 
a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and H arrisonburg i s  a  p rogressive business c ity#  
Thomas L incoln, f a th e r  o f  Abraham, was hom  n ear Lacey 
Spring and a number o f  C iv il f a r  engagements took p lace in  th e  
county Including S herid an 's  l a s t  ra id  and th e  b a t t le s  o f  F ort 
Republic and Gross Keys# Xt i s  believed  th a t  Governor Alex* 
under Spot wood and h is  Knights o f  th e  Golden Horseshoe 
en tered  th e  f a l le y  about seven m ile s . fro® Elkbon*
Shenandoah County
Shenandoah county la  bounded, on. th e  west by .West f i r *  
ginia* to  th e  south by Rockingham county* on ‘ th e  e a s t by Page 
and Warren counties* and on th e  no rth  fey F rederick countyj i t  
was formed in  1772 from F rederick  county and f i r s t  named Den- 
.more# Later* I t  was named 'Shenandoah f o r  th e  Shenandoah E lver.
?The county i s  d iv ided  in to  s ix  m ag is te ria l d i s t r i c t s !  Lee,
£
Ashby, Madison, Johnston, S tonew all, end Davis* Woodstock, 
m  incorporated  town, i s  th e  county se a t sod o th e r  incorpo­
ra te d  towns a re  Bdinburg, Mount Jackson, Bern M arket, and 
Sbrasburg.
th e  county excels In  growing g ra in  and th e  maximum 
y ie ld  in  wheat f o r  V irg in ia  i s  s ix ty - th re e  bushels p er  acre 
on n ine ac res in  t h i s  county. Fine c a t t l e  and d a iry  herds 
a re  supported on th e  good g rasses o f  th e  a re a . P ou ltry  and 
apples a re  a lso  o f  importance a g r ic u ltu ra l ly .  Water power 
and raw m a te ria ls  o f fe r  in cen tiv e  f o r  in d u s tr ia l  growth*
Mew Market i s  a  t o u r i s t  cen te r  which i s  in  th e  v ic in i­
ty  o f  s ix  underground caverns. I t  was a t  Mew Market th a t  the  
cadets o f  V irg in ia  M ilita ry  I n s t i tu t e  fought in  th e  C iv il  War* 
In  1766, th e  l a s t  Indian  a tta c k  upon s e t t l e r s  in  th e  county 
occurred m m  Woodstock*
mmm  m  
m m t m t
Area
th e  three- counties comprising Region 1 l i e  n ear th e  
northw est t i p  o f  V irg in ia  and.- a rc  approxim ately s ix ty - f iv e  
miles- in  lm g th #  th e i r  width, v a r ie s  from about fo r ty  m iles 
to  two- miles* Their a re a  i s  about 4  p e r  cen t o f  th e  t o t a l  
a rea  o f  V irginia* Rockingham i s  th e  th i rd  la rg e s t  o f  a l l  
V irg in ia  co u n ties .
■ Fags county contain® 202 ,240  ac re s ; Rockingham con­
ta in s  $56,160 ac re s ; Shenandoah, has 324,400 and Harrisonburg 
1,280. The to t a l  land a rea  o f Region 1 i s  1,084*160 acres* 
I t  i s  p o ss ib le  to  le a rn  th e  number o f  square m iles fo r  say 
u n it  by d iv id ing  th e  number o f  ac re s  by 640* Region X con­
ta in s  1,694 square m iles o f land  area* The t o t a l  a rea  o f  
th ese  -counties co n s is ts  o f  land a re a  and none has m  much as  
on# square mil# o f  in land  water*
S-Uaa&g.
The region extends from approxim ately 3S®30* to  3?®0*
north  la t i tu d e  and to  ?9°15f west longitude* Wea­
th e r  station©  are  lo e a to d a t  fImberviXl© and .Dale E n te rp rise  
in  Eockingham and a t  Woodstock In Shenandoah county* The 
records a t  Dale E n te rp rise  hair© been, kept, f o r  f o r ty  y e a rs , 
th o se  a t  f im b erv llle  from e ig h t to  eighteen y ea rs ,  and those,.,,., 
a t  Woodstock f o r  fo r ty  years* These records a re  used to  ca l­
cu la te  annual o r  laonthly averages; o f  temperature* f ro s t  dates* 
ra in fa l l*  and snowfall* This inform ation i s  o f g rea t value 
to  farmers in  th e  reg io n * -
Temperatures recorded a t  each .weather-'station- show a  
g re a t d ea l o f  s im ila r i ty  whieh 'in d ica te s  th e  s im ila r  clim ate 
o f  th e  th re e  counties* A maximum o f 109'- degrees Fahrenheit 
I s  recorded a t  Shenandoah* 4; minimum, o f  -25 degrees Fahren­
h e i t  I s  recorded a t  Dal.# E nterprise*  The average duly tem­
p era tu re  i s  about 74 degrees and the  daauayy average i s  about 
54 degrees*
The leng th  o f the  growing season i s  a lso  s im ila r  and i s  
measured by th e  number o f  days between the- f i r s t  and l a s t  
f ro s t#  S ta tio n s  in  Bockingham county show a  growing season o f  
175 day© and th e  s ta t io n  in  Shenandoah reveal© .a season o f  182*
xo
The l a s t  .frost occurs n ea r th e  en d /o f. A pril and th e  f i r s t  
f r o s t  tak es  p lace  during  the  second o r  th i r d  week o f October 
in  e a c h 'o f  th e  th re e  counties# ,
tm m  x
AVERAGE MWTAU, M  XSCHES
Month Tifflberville
' Bate ' " 
Enterprise Shenandoah
January 2*25 2,70 2.59
February 2*05 2.21 1,96
March 2*80 2.90 2.79
A pril a*m 2.85 2.72
May 3.36 3.42 3.33
June 3.28 4*54 3*90
Ju ly 4.13 4.44 3.36
August 3.7? 4.14 3.83
■September 3.09 2.77 2.67
October 2.81 2,66 2.64
Hovember 1.99 1.96 1.81
December 2.06 2.58 2.29
Year 36.33 37.1? 33.89
Sourcei tf* S* Weather Bureau, Chimborazo Park 
Station/Richm ond* V irginia#
Annual snow fall i s  reported  as 27#7 inches a t  Gale 
E nterprise*  18#! inches a t  Tim berville* and 23*7 inches a t  
Shenandoah* th e  V irg in ia  average i s  only 17 inches*
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Topography
Region 1 i s  in  th a t  p a r i  o f  V irg in ia  known as th e  G reat 
Valley* The Great Valley extends from th e  northern  t i p  o f  th e  
s t a t e  southward to  S co tt county* About one h a lf  o f  Region 1 
I s  mountainous and th e  m ajo rity  o f  th e  remainder i s  r o l l in g  
land* The area  i s  c l im a tic a lly  a ffec ted  by I t s  e lev a tio n  which 
s l ig h t ly  exceeds A# OCX) f e e t  in  th e  Shenandoah R ational Park 
which i s  in  th e  h ea rt o f  th e  Blue Ridge mountains* These 
mountains r i s e  sharp ly  from th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  v a lle y  on th e  
west sad reach an e lev a tio n  o f  4*049 feet*  On the  ea s te rn  
s id e  o f  th e  v a lle y  * they  r i s e  g radually  and spur ridges and 
f o o th i l l s  extend from th e  mountain range* The Massanutten 
Range runs in  a no rth -sou th  d ire c tio n  to  th e  west o f  th e  Blue 
Ridge* E levation  a t  Harrisonburg i s  1*329 f©«*t and th e  high­
e s t  p o in t l a  Rockingham county i s  Bother Knob which exceeds 
4*300 feet*  The Shenandoah Mountain runs along th e  western 
boundary o f  th e  region*
The mountain slopes are  o ften  s teep  and stony* The 
north  and south fo rks o f th e  Shenandoah R iver run along th e  
v a lley  f lo o r  and o th e r sm alle r bodies o f  w ater a re  found in  
th e  area* This p a r t  o f V irg in ia  was once a  g rea t p la in  Which
reached to  th e  sea# bu t t in e  and then element© have changed i t  
to  one o f  mountains and v a lle y s .
B e ils  '
Much o f  th e  mountainous lend  i s  fo re s ted  and th e  so il, 
m a te ria l i s  made up o f ac id  sandstones and sh a les  w ith l i t t l e  
to  o f fe r  in  a g r ic u ltu ra l  p ro d u c tiv ity  even where th e  slopes 
are  not s teep  and Stony# Hie 'ro llin g  land i s  fomed* fo r  th e  
most part#  from lim estone and calcareous sh a les  w ith  s o i l  
which ranges from a g r ic u ltu ra l ly  good to  fa ir#  Rockingham 
county s o i l  o f  calcareous o r ig in  'I s  somewhat more productive 
than th a t  o f Rage county* C lim atic condition© combine to  give 
th e  region a  ra th e r  sh o r t growing period# The lower slope© 
and rid g es are: su itab le , f o r  growing apples and peaches w hile 
th e  v a lley s  are- adapted., to  gardens# d a iry  herd©# and horses#' 
Much o f th e  land  i s  in  pasture# grains# and grasses* f e r t i l e  
©lay over lim estone allow s d iv e rs if ie d  fam in g  in  p a r t  o f  th e  
region* Strong# durab le re s id u a l ©ail# formed, m ostly from 
d is in te g ra te d  lim estone P proves w ell su ited  to  grain* crops 
and a number o f  d if fe re n t  g ra in s are  ra ised  on th e  farms*
13
kmd Ma e
In Ksgion 1 , 53.6 p e r cent o f th e  t o t a l  la n d a r e a  i s  
forested*  Saefa county has more than., on© h a l f  o f i t #  land  in  
fo re s t  and in  Page county, 60.3 per cent I#  forested*  More 
than 550,000 acres are  cohered fey fo re s t  and, consequently, 
th e  land i s  no t av a ila b le  fo r  farm ing.
Of th e  t o t a l  a rea , th e  g re a te r  p a r t  i s  in  farms i n - a l l  
co u n tie s , w ith  Shenandoah lead ing  in  percentage term s and Hock~ 
Ingham lead ing  in  abso lu te  te rn s .  Cropland makes up s l ig h t ly  
le s s  than  one fo u rth  o f th© t o t a l  a rea  and woodland i s  le s s  
than  cropland In  a l l  counties* A g re a t dea l o f  land in  these  
coun ties i s  devoted to  pastu re  ■ in s te a d  o f  crops* th i s  pastu re  
supports th#  liv e s to ck  o f the  reg ion 'and  i s  a  wise mm o f  land 
which i s  n o t w ell su ited  to  growing o th e r  types o f  crops.
Fag© county, which has th e  g re a te s t  percentage o f I t s  land 
area  in  f o re s t , has th e  sm allest percentage o f land  in  farms 
sin ce  most o f  th e  fo re s t  in  th i s  region i s  not on fa m e .
In  V irg in ia , much land  i s  devoted to  pastu re land  and th#  f u l l  
p o te n t ia l i t i e s  o f using  land fo r  p as tu re  have no t y e t been 
determ ined, th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  land according to  mm i s  
revealed  in  th e  ta b le  which follow s!
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TABLE IX 
IM P  BSE IB RHHOSf 1
land Paae
Reck-
ingh&m
' Shen­
andoah Region 1
land  area# 
acres****** 
Land in  
farm s«•••*• 
Cropland** 
Woodland** 
Other** * * •
202,240 556,160
103,816 308,663 
44  ,6 7 9  .128,  462 
26,855 67,973 
3 2 ,2 8 2  112,228
-324,480
208,343
79,979
58,497
69,867
1 ,082 ,eso
620,822 
253,120 
• 153,325 
214,377
Sources S* Oensun o f A g ricu ltu re , Washington, B *0 * s 
United Staten- Government P rin tin g  -Offloo# '
1945.
P ublic  Lands
A g rea t dea l o f  land  in . Region 1 in  p u b lic ly  owned*
Most o f th e  pub lic  holdings a re  owned by th e  fe d e ra l gov­
ernment*. P riv a te  ownership o f  land  c o n s titu te s  70,9 p e r 
cent o f  the  t o t a l  a re a , leav ing  29*1 p e r cent o f th e  land  in  
p u b lic  hands* In  th e  reg ion , 39 ,3 0 2  acres in  Page county and 
37,930 acres in  Rockingham county a re  w ithin  th#  Shenandoah 
R a tio n a l Park, th e  George Washington R ational f o re s t  con* 
ta in s  231,885  ac res o f  th e  reg io n ’s lan d , broken down in  th e  
follow ing proportions* Page, 23,844 ac resj Rockingham, 132,349 
acres and Shenandoah, 75,452 acres*
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TABUS in  
_ LAND GRBEftSRXP IB REGXOH 1
L a n d P a c e B o c k i n a h ^ m , S h e n a n d o a h R e g i o n  1
l a n d ' a r e a *
5 5 6 , 1 6 0a c r e s  *  . *  *  *  •  
P r i v a t e l y
202,240 '  3 2 4 * 4 0 0 1,082,880
o w n e d * * # * *  
f e d e r a l l y ;
139,496 3 7 7 , 9 0 4 2 5 0 , 6 9 0 768,090
o w n e d # * « *  *
S t a t e
63,669 1 7 D , 2 f t 75,652 309,620
o m e d . . . « . .■in iW ir i iiM  . 9 1  ■■ — l i m n  a n 9 1
C o u n t y
. o w n e d  *  *  *  *  # '  
M u n i c i p a l ­
29 1 0 8 350 487
l y  o w n e d  ♦  *  
l a n d  i n
•  25 1 * 9 0 9 1,580 3,514
t o w n s # * * * *  
H o t  a c ­
c o u n t e d  .
2,325 5 * 3 4 4  • 4,706 12,375
/ f o r * *  *  * * *  * 3.3041 505 t 8,49s1 12,307
Source*. V irg in ia ^  P ub lic  tem Is -  How They Are Stead t  a 
re feren ce  supplied by th e  D ivision  o f Planning 
.and'Economic BeveXopaeni, 301 S ta te  Finance 
: .B uild ing# f&choiohd, V irginia*
Acreage reported  in  excess o f  t o t a l  land;area*
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Sn«H»fl'py
Geographical cond itions are  important determ inant e o f  th e  %m to  
which lan d  i s  put# Begion 1 i s  ch a rac te rised  by cond itions which fore© 
th e  people to  d iv e rs ify  t h e i r  economic e ffo rt*  fhl©  I s  re f le c te d  In  th e  
types o f  a g r ic u ltu re  found w ith in  th e  region*
Over one h a lf  o f the  t o t a l  land area  I s  in. farms and a  la rg e  p e r ­
centage o f  farmland i s  e i th e r  in  p as tu re  o r  g ra in s  and grasses* C lim atic 
conditions* such as e lev a tio n  w ith lower tem peratures and e a r l i e r  f ro s t  
dates* .give th e  region a  short growing season which i s  not adapted to  
growing many commercial crops which req u ire  a  long growing period# fhe 
reg io n  I s  unimport ant as a  producer o f  vegetable crops fo r  sa le  In  th e  
markets# However* certain , grains,, such as  wheat*, can he raised, in. th e  
a rea  since  th e  s o i l  i s  w ell adapted to  such crops*' fh© r e la t iv e ly  la rg e  
amount of snow In  th e  w in ter forme a p ro te c tiv e  cover fo r  th e  wheat which 
i s  p la n ted  in  th e  f a l l*
th e  mountain elopes and rid g es  are su ita b le  fo r  growing f r u i t s  and' 
Shepgui&oah County* especia lly*  has hecome a f r u i t  producing area* Apples 
are  m  important crop and hecome more important in  th e  no rthern  p a r t  o f  
the  reg io n , although the h e a r t o f the  apple producing area  i s  to  the no rth  
of le g io n  1*
It has been poin ted  out th a t  much o f th e  land i s  not o f  superio r 
p ro d u c tiv ity  as to  c ro p s , In considera tion  o f th i s  fact*  Begion 1 has be* 
come an Important producer o f p o u ltry  and livestock*  P o u ltry  i s  a  rap id ly  
growing Industry  fo r  the  a rea  and produces a  la rg e  am ount of th e  region* *
Income* using  e le c t r ic a l ly  heated brooder houses* the p o u ltry  | a  pro~ 
te e  te d  tm m  unfavorable w eather, dommercial feeds* some o f  which are  p r o ­
duced w ith in  th e  reg ion , are  used f o r  the p o u ltry .
livestock*  a lso , ea r  he ra ise d  w ithout regard  for' th e  len g th  o# th e  
growing season* The capac ity  o f  th e  s o li  for growing g rasses Insures 
g racing  la h i  fo r  th e  stock* Ifot only' l iv e s to c k  h a t a lee  th e  protest©  oaf1 
ilv o e to o k t nr© Income producer©* th e  la rg e  amount' o f  p as tu re  land in  U b llt^  
zed f o r  c a t t l e  and a  g rea t deal o f  m ilk, hut t e r  and cream i s  p laced  Upon 
th e  market*
the n a tu re  of ag ricu ltta ra l products has a ffec ted  th e  n a tu re  o f  o th e r 
in d u strie s*  There a re  many companies which s e l l  to  and huy from th e  farm ers 
These companies may s e l l  p o u ltry  equipment* - feeds* m ilking machinery end the 
l ik e  which a re  n e c e ss ita te d  by th e  p o u ltry  and liv e s to c k  fie ld s*  which a re  
in  tu r n  n e c e ss ita te d  o r fo s te red  by geographical fac to rs*  By choosing 
field s o f  endeavor e sp ec ia lly  su ite d  to  geographical, conditions* greater 
income i s  produced hy th e  region.:
There I s  o th e r  evidence o f  sp e e ia liz a tio n  'brought about by geography* 
A number o f  firm s have been s ta r te d  which' manufacture b u ild in g  blocks eem*» 
posed m ainly o f lim estone. These companies a re  ab le  to ' b u ild  th e i r  plant©  
eloee to  the- source o f th e i r  tew m a te ria ls  s ince  th e  region abounds In  11m©~ 
stone* Much o f the  lim estone I t  covered /by clay* There i s  a p o s s ih l l l ty  
th a t  the  region could manufacture cement; o th e r p rocesses involving th e  use 
o f  lim estone can he expected to  expand w ith in  th e  region* ’ Madison College*
i s  b u ilt o f n ative b lue lliaesbatte* ■ - The build ing trades 
u t i l i s e  more lim estone In the future fo r  homes and Im lidlags* '
CHAPTER IV
WQAh govbm & siiit
County Government
The government in  the  counties i s  " tr a d i t io n a l"  in  th a t  
i t  i s  s im ila r  to  th e  p a tte rn  described  in  A rtic le  VII o f th e  
S ta te  C o n stitu tio n , e n t i t le d  "Organization and Government o f  
C ounties", as supplements by Sections o f A rtic le  VI, on organ** 
iz a tio n  o f  th e  ju d ic ia ry , and se v e ra l sec tions o f  A rtic le  XX 
re la tin g  to  pub lic  in s t ru c t io n e Ih© form o f government i s  
b a s ic a lly  th a t  s e t  fo r th  in  th e  S ta te  C o nstitu tion  o f  1902 
before i t  was amended in  1928 and in  most respects  goes back 
to  th e  S ta te  C onstitu tion ;© f 1852.^
Each county I s  governed by a board o f su p erv iso rs , who 
are  e lec ted  every four years by th e  vo ters of the  county * One 
member o f th e  board i s  e lec ted  from each m ag is te ria l d is t r ic t*
^Report o f  th e  Goamiission on County Government to  the  
General Assembly o f V irg in ia , December, 1931, P* 27*
The county c le rk , ju s t le e s  o f  the  peace, s h e r i f f ,  
commissioner o f  revenue, commonwealth* 3 a tto rn e y , and t r e e -  
su re r  a re  a lso  e lec ted  by th e  voters* these  o f f ic ia l s  are  
uniform in  number although v a r ia tio n s  may occur among th e  
c o u n tie s ' in  th e  number o f  ju s t ic e s  o f  th e  peace,- deputy sher­
i f f s ,  and home dem onstrators* The l a t t e r  a re  appointed by 
th e  board of' supervisors*.
There a re  o th e r  county o f f ic e r s  appointed by th e  judge 
o f  th e  c i r c u i t  co u rt, who i s  appointed by th e  General Assembly# 
O thers a r e  appointed by s ta te  agency heads whose appoin tive 
power i s  derived  from appointment by th e  governor* Chart 1 
shows th e  county o f f ic e r s  and in d ic a te s  th e  method in  which 
they  rece iv e  o ffice*
In Region 1 , s ix  ju s t ic e s  of th e  peace serve  Pag© 
county; n ine serve Rockingham, and. s ix tee n  serve Shenandoah, 
Bach county has th re e  deputy s h e r if f s  except Rockingham which 
has fou r permanent fu ll- t im e  d epu ties  and two temporary ones 
who a re  -added, to  p ro te c t p o u ltry  farm ers from n ig h t th e fts# ' 
Each o f  th e  counties has one home dem onstrator, d iv is io n  super­
in tenden t o f  schoo ls, and t r ia l ,  ju s t ic e #  This i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  
v a r ia tio n  among coun ties  in  th e  number o f  c e r ta in  o ffic e rs#  ‘
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C ity  and townGo?ernmentg
th e re  are  seventeen incorporated  to m s  in  Region 1 and 
a l l  o f  these  towns operate  under th e  m ayor-council form o f  
government as does th e  c i ty  o f  Harrisonburg#
Unities V irg in ia  c i t i e s  $ V irg in ia  towns remain p a r ts  o f  
th e  counties in  which they are  found and continue to  pay taxes 
to  th e  county* they u su a lly  use county co u rts , schools* and 
o th e r  county serv ices*  In to m s*  the  mayor t r i e s  a l l  cases o f  
lo c a l  v io la tio n s  o f  th e  1 m  hu t th i s  ta sk  i s  performed by a  
p o lic e  ju s t ic e  in  a city*  The mayor and council o f  a town are  
u su a lly  e lec ted  fo r  two y ea r term s whereas th e  same o f f ic e r s  
in  c i t i e s  are  e lec ted  fo r  fo u r year terms* town government* 
on th e  whole* i s  more sim ple than  c i ty  government and has 
fewer o f f ic e s  o r e ls e  has more d u tie s  assigned to  one o f f ic e r .
The c i ty  government o f  H arrisonburg i s  used as an Ulus-* 
t r a t io n  in  th i s  study in  o rd er to  show th e  numerous o f f ic e s  to
2This sec tio n  i s  prepared w ith th e  a s s is ta n c e  o f  d a ta  
supplied  by Mayor Laurence Loewner o f  Harrisonburg*
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be f i l l e d  in  modern lo c a l government * to rn  government* while 
somewhat s im ila r , I s  not as complex as c i ty  government®
Harrisonburg was e s tab lish ed  by an Act o f  Assembly in  
1760 and was incorporated  as a  bom in  1849* I t  became a  c i ty  
o f  th e  second c la s s  in  1716 and may become one o f  th e  f i r s t  
c la ss  i f  th e  1950 population  reachs a to t a l  o f  10,000® the  
C ity  Superintendent in  th i s  lo c a l  government i s  s im ila r  to  a 
c i ty  manager® H arrisonburg has had aI c i ty  manager In  th e  
p as t to  conduct th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  c ity*
th e  le g is la t iv e  branch o f  c i ty  government in  H arrison- 
burg c o n s is ts  o f  n ine  councilman who are  elected* The le g a l 
department has a  c i ty  a tto rn ey  and c i ty  coroner, a  c iv i l  and 
p o lic e  J u s t ic e  co u rt, a  t r i a l  J u s t ic e  co u rt, and a c i r c u i t  
c o u rt. In. th e  executive branch a re  th e  mayor, c i ty  superin­
ten d en t, and c i ty  engineer* The c i ty  engineer has ju r is d ic ­
tio n  over th e  department o f  pub lic  works which contains seven 
bureaus dea ling  w ith  such m atte rs  as re fu se  d isp o sa l, s t r e e t  
c lean ing , sew ers, parks and playgrounds, and th e  m unicipal 
swimming poolj he a lso  heads th e  bureau o f water* The d u tie s  
o f  th i s  o f f ic e r  w arrant a t te n tio n  s in ce  they a re  very import­
an t to  th e  h e a lth  o f  th e  community*
The commissioner o f  revenue and the  c i ty  tre a s u re r  are  
e le c ted  members o f  th e  finance, department® Notable o f f ic e s  
in. th i s  department include a c i ty  purchasing agent, a sink ing
' V  ' '  v ' '
fund commission, and an eq u a l!ca tio n  board*
Other-^departmenta in  th e  c i ty  government- include pub­
l i c  s a fe ty , p u b lic  works, p u b lic  w elfa re , h e a lth , education, 
p u b lic  se rv ice  e n te rp r is e s , and planning, zoning and extension* 
I t  i s  n o t d i f f i c u l t  to  conclude th a t  c i ty  government I s  much 
l ik e  s t a te  o r  n a tio n a l government in  th e  d u tie s  which i t  per­
forms* The m a jo rity  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l s 1 who ca rry  ou t th e  many 
d u tie s  o f th i s  c i ty  government a re  appointed* Power i s  cen­
t r a l i s e d  .in th e  le g is la t iv e ,  executive and le g a l departments 
although th e  ch ie f o f f i c i a l s  o f  th e se  departments are  e le c te d  
by th e  vo ters*
H arrisonburg is- d iv ided  in to  two wards and each ward i s  
d iv ided  in to  two precinct©  fo r  vo ting  purposes* The B ast ward 
i s  rep resen ted  by fo u r councilman and the  West ward by five*  
S trasburg  town, H arrisonburg c i ty ,  and Buckingham 
county have planning bodies* Harrisonburg a lso  has a  aening 
ord inance, a  b u ild in g  ordinance, and a plumbing ordinance*
P roperty  and sa fe ty  a re  unprotected  by bu ild ing  codes in  th e  
region and Page and Shenandoah coun ties rep o rt no zoning o r  
subd iv ision  ordinances* '
Police, and, Fire. P ro tec tio n  ■
P o lice  p ro tec tio n  i s  provided in  th i s  reg ion  by S ta te  
P o lice I coun ties are  p ro tec ted  by s h e r if f s  and t h e i r  d ep u ties ; 
t &m sergeant© and th e i r  a id s  o r  p o lic e  fo rces  a re  found "in 
th e  incorporated  to w s#  Harrisonburg has an e f f ic ie n t  p o lice  
fo rce  which u t i l i s e s  rad io  p a tro l  ca rs  w ith in  th e  c ity*
V olunteer f i r e  companies fu rn ish  p ro tec tio n  ag a in st 
f i r e  in  th e  region* H arrisonburg ha© a  f i r e  c h ie f  and s ix  
firemen who a re  p a id  fo r  t h e i r  work*, fir©  companies -are lo ­
cated  In th e  follow ing p laces in  th e  county*
Page* Luray, S tan ley , and Shenandoah
Buckingham* Bridgew ater, Broadway, E lk ton , G rottoes*
and Tim berville
Shenandoah* Mm Market, Ml, Jackson, Edinburg, Toma
Brook, Woodstock, and Strasburg* * •.
Harrisonburg? There a re  two f i r e  companies in. th e  c i ty
Hi IM s  section* i t  id  po in ted  out th a t  county goverittrient i s  #©% up 
to  conform to  th e  Htr a d i t io n a l41 p a tte rn , On© member o f  th e  hoard o f  super-* 
v is o rs  to  e lec ted  in  each m a g is te ria l d i s t r i c t  hut th e  mart ch ap te r pm, . 
Population  p o in t6 out th a t  no two d i s t r i c t s ; hay# the  same population* 
Sometimes th e re  I s  a  wide v a r ia t io n  In  population  between two. d i s t r i c t s  In  
one county* f t  i s  p o ss ib le  th a t  such a  s i tu a t io n  could le ad  to  unpleasant 
c ircuffisbanaes althou#* th e  hoard o f m ipervisers -has th e  duty  o f  governing 
th e  pmsn&g. f t  i s  suggested th a t  th e  hoard might he more representaiiv©  
if  i t  were e lec ted  oa th e  h a s te  o f  population*
fhe fact that county government Is influenced hy the State govern**- 
meat Is phcm hy the Impressive array of officers 'appointed hy the circuit 
judge idle i© ^pointed hy and revives his power from the general assembly 
of Virginia*, fh© state-local -interrelationship deprives the local govern^  
ment of a certain degree of autonomy* • As local, governmentg become m m ®  
dependent m  State financing or similar aid* ‘their autonomy is- pult© Hfe^ ly 
to he reduced In. m  Inverse relation, to. aid received:*
fhe city superintendent of Itarfis^ iihuf^ *^  whose office Is coated-hy ordimames* 
fu lfills the same duties as those of a  city manager* A city manager* how­
ever* ie In. a position' to he free -of political influence and thus to Carry 
out his duties without- regard to political implications, fher#. Is* there­
fore^  a strong Justification for believing that 'the city manager form of
mwould b© benefleial to  Harrisonburg. IM s i s  a m atter fo r  the  
voters to  decide since a  referendum .mast b e h e ld  before-themayoy^oomotl . 
form o f  government can be changed to  th e . c ity  manager form*
Better- provisions- f o r  p lan n in g  would 'appear d e s ira b le . ■ lo c a l plan* 
n ing  boards o r commissi one a re  in  -a p o s itio n  to  g a th e r a great- deal o f  to*  
form ation oh- t h e i r  own area, from many' sources -and to  use  t h i s ' tofoxsaafctos* 
fo r' a c tiv e  p lanning  o r In  an advisory manner.* 1 Such bodies c m  heap- to- 
a c tiv e  touch w ith  o i t is e n s  o f  th e  a rea  and' impress th e  importance o f  plan* 
ning war& upon them. P u b lic ity  should he used1 to- mahe the  people become 
in te re s te d  to  th e  p rog ress o f  t h e i r  own' area* *
to #  absence Of b u ild in g  codes -is aX eo a  m a tte r1 which- should he  
re c t if ie d #  I t  i s  a  prime function  o f  government 'to p ro te c t th e  h e a lth  and 
sa fe ty  o f th e  governed. I f  i t  i s  p o ss ib le  to- co n s tru c t b u ild in g s w ithout 
re fe ren ce  to  m g  code specify ing  minimum ’standards* both- p ro p erty  and human 
l i f e  i s  endangered, to© lo s s  of p ro p erty  o r o f l i f e  decreases th e  wealth, 
of th e  community and such lo sse s  should c e r ta in ly  be prevented wherever 
I t  i s  economically fe a s ib le  to  do so . -
fh e  f a c t  th a t  a  number o f c r i t ic is m s  - are mad© concerning lo c a l 
government to  Begion t  does no t mean th a t  th e  government u n i ts  are  com~ 
p la in ly  in a d e q u a te . ' fh© ex istence  o f  th re e  planning bodies in d ic a te s  th a t  
th e re  ' t o  m  in te r e s t  t o  th e  p rog ressive  development o f  the  reg io n # , to e  
to c reas to g  In d u s tr ia l is a t io n  o f th e  reg ion  would no t have occurred w ithout 
favo rab le  p o l i t i c a l  cond itions since p o l i t i c a l  circum stances a re  one f a c to r  
considered by & company to  choosing i t #  location#
CHAPTER V
POPULATION
Population Growth
to  th e  p as t f i f ty -n in e  y ea rs  Region 1 has bom  growing 
In  population* During th i s  period  th e  t o t a l  population  o f 
V irg in ia  rose 85 p e r cent# w hile th e  population o f  Region I  
ro se  21 p er cent* Although popu lation  In  th e  region show© an 
increase* th i s  in c rease  i s  no t as g rea t as th a t  o f  V irginia* 
to e  c o u n tie s ' and H arrisonburg shew a f a i r ly  s teady  r i s e  but 
Shenandoah county has suffered ' a d ec lin e  to  recen t years* A ll 
u n its  but Shenandoah reach t h e i r  peak population to  th e  1949 
estim ates* Region 1 as a  whole shows an almost constan t r a te  
o f  in c rease  which i s  ale© true*  to  a  le s s e r  extent* ©f Page 
county* H arrisonburg show© a la rg e  percentage in c rease  during 
th e  period  o f f i f ty -n in e  years which. i s  under consideration*
Using th e  years 1930*1949* the nonwhite population  shows 
a num erical dec line  to  th e  region* The number o f  nonwhite f e l l  
from 2*9?& to  2,5?1 and forms only 3 p e r  cent o f  th e  estim ated  
1949 population* The percentage o f  nonwhite was -also 3 p e r
cent in  1940 and was 4 p e r cent in  1930*
TABLE 19
POP0UTOT OH0WTH 
1890 TO 1949
Tear Pa^e
Rock-
Ingham
Shen­
andoah
H arri­
sonburg Region 1
1690 13,092 ' 28#50? 19,671 2,792 64,062
1900 13,794 30,006 20,253 3,521 67,062
1910 14,147 30,02k 20,582 4,879 69,632
1920 14,770 30,047 20,808 5,875 71,500
1930 14,852 29,709 20,655 7,232 72,448
1940 14,863 31,289 20,898 8,768 75,818
19491 14,957 32,220 20,116 10,103 77,396
S oured  Personal Correspondence# L e tte r  from Bureau o f  
Population and Economic Research# U niversity  o f 
V irginia# C h a rlo tte sv ille #  August# 1950*
C h a ra c te r is tic s  o f  th e  Population
Region 1 has fewer Negroes on a percentage b as te  than 
V irg in ia  as a whole* In 1940# th e  nonwhite population  was
^Figures fo r  1949 a re  estim ates*
only 3 p e r cent o f th e  t o t a l  population as compared w ith 24*7 
p e r cent f o r  V irginia* The county areas a re  c la s s i f ie d  as 
r u ra l  ( le s s  than 2,300 population) bu t only 56*3 p e r cent o f  
th e  ru ra l  population l iv e s  on fam e# vary ing  from 42 *2 p e r 
cen t in  Page to  64*7 per cent in  Rockingham* Twenty-eight 
persons in  H arrisonburg l iv e  on urban farms* The ru ra l  popu­
la t io n  no t on farms l iv e s  in  th e  to m s  which are sc a tte re d  
throughout th e  counties* In  th e  counties th e re  are  more fe ­
males than males o f  th e  w hite race and more males than females 
o f th e  nonwhite race* H arrisonburg has more females than  
males# In  Region 1 , th e re  are  90*7 men fo r  each 100 women 
w hile V irg in ia  has 101*5 men fo r  each 100 women* H arrison­
burg ha© only 86 w hite males p e r 100 women and only  33*2 
nonwhite males fo r  each 100 women* In  marked co n tra s t i s  
th e  151 nonwhite males fo r  each 100 females in  Rockingham 
county*
Region 1 has fewer young people and more o ld  people 
than V irg in ia#  expressing th e  number In  each age bracket as 
a per cen t o f t o t a l  population* This may be p a r t ia l ly  ex­
p la in ed  by th e  f a c t  th a t  a  number o f  th e  younger adult© leave 
th e  reg ion  In  search  o f  b e t te r  employment o p p o rtu n itie s  while
th e  o ld e r  ones remain w ith th e  land#, perhaps l iv in g  w ith t h e i r  
ch ild ren  o r  on t h e i r  ©m  farms*
TABLE ?
PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OP THE 1940 POPULATION
Rock- Shea— 
Arne Group Page Ingham andoah
H arri­
sonburg
Re­
gion 1 V irg in ia
T otal Popu­
la t io n  *»«. *- 100*0 100*0 100*0 100*0 100*0 100*0
Under 15 
y ears  *.«.«* 31*3 28*6 29*9 22*4 29*0 28*6
15-24 years 18.7 17*5 19*3 19*4 18*7 20*0
25-34 years 13*9 13*6 13*9 18*7 14*5 16*1
35-44 years 11*6 12*1 11*2 14*0 11.9 12*7
45-54 years 9*6 10.5 9*7 11*3 10.1 10*0
55-64 years 7*5 8*9 7*6 7*4 8*1 6*8
65 years 
and over**# 7*5 8*8 8*1 .. 6*7 6*7 5*8
Source? 0* S* Census o f  Population* Washington, D* C*.t United 
S ta te s  Government P r in tin g  O ffic e , 1940*
Rates o f  N atural Increase
B irth  ra te s  and death  r a te s  in  Region 1 from 1936 to  
1940 show no d e f in i te  p a tte rn  o r  trend*- However,. Shenandoah 
county u su a lly  lag s  in  b i r th  r a te  and lead s in  death  r a te  in  
comparison w ith o th e r  coun ties in. th e  region! th a t  i s ,  b ir th .
r a te  I s  u su a lly  lower than  o th e r  counties* and death rat© 
higher* B irth  rat©  in  a l l  th ree  counties increased  sharply  
in  1947 end th e re  i s  evidence o f  some in c reases  In  th e  b i r th  
r a te  beginning in  1942*
TABLE VI 
BIETB BATES PER 1,000 POPULATION
Tear Pag© Rockingham Shenandoah Harrisonburg V irg in ia
1936 22*9 20*6 19.6 14*6 21.1
193? 23*0 20*? 16*3 15.1 21*4
1936 23*6 21*2 19*4 12.5 22.0
1939 20*9 19.5 1 ? .? 16.2 20.3
1940 22*2 19*1 17*8 14.9 21.1
1941 21.1 22*6 16.3 17 .8 J22.0  '
1942 25*6 20*7 21*9 21*7 24 . I
1943 25*1 22*6 .21* 1 22.7 26.7
1944 22.9 20.3 21.4 22.0 24*4
1943 23*6 22*2 22*0 24 .? 23*6
1946 24*9 25*5 22*9 24.0 25.1
194? 30*6 31*5 28*0 25.3 27*7
1946 23*9 29.0 24.2 24*6 25*9
Source; Bureau o f  V ita l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  V irg in ia  department o f  
■Health, L e tte r  from H iss E s te l le  Marks, A p ril,mo*
Death rate© show some tendency to  decline* Over th e  
period  1936-194B, Page county hovers around twelve p e r 1,000 
as does Shenandoah* Rockingham1 a I s  u su a lly  about ten  p e r  
1,000 w hile H arrisonburg shows no p a tte rn  a t  a ll*
Between. 1890' and 19**9 th e  population  o f .:Eoglom % Increased by &0f# 
t h m  13*000 or a  percentage gain, Of 21 pet* cen t * Hie increase  In  popu la tion  
came from a h ig h e r  b i r t h ' r a te  th a n 'd e a th  r a te  a n t from immigration* 
■ S ta tis tics  on b i r th  and death  ra tes- show no d efin ab le  p a t te rn  0? tre n d  
which nan be stud ied  to  prove th a t ' a  c e r ta in  increm ent i s  added to  th e  
popu la tion  by b i r th s  annually  o r  over a given period.*
Immigration' in to  le g io n  1 has occurred during th e  period# T irg ln ia 1© 
gain  in  p o p tila tio a .d u rin g  th i s  sam eperiod ' was ©5 p e r  c en t, inc lud ing  g a in s  
from b i r th  and from  immigration* fhe popula tion  Increase In leg io n  X f a l l s  
considerab ly  below th e  .State in c rease  but th e  reg ion  does -support more 
people than  i t  did fifly ^n ln e- years  ago* ‘ t h i s '  shows th a t ' modest economic 
■ p ro g re ss  has occurred, and th a t'm o re  dobs are- ar&il&bXe fo r  th o se  seeking 
work*
Many o f  th e  ^obe In  le g io n  I  are  • in  th e  f ie ld  o f  - a g r ic u ltu re # . Mane-* 
fao tu rihg*  however* i s  beginning: to  employ' a' la rg e  number' o f  persons*- O ther 
p a r ts  o f  V irg in ia  'became in d u s tr ia l is e d  e a r l ie r*  f h t s  explains* in  p a rt*  
the  more rap id -in c re a se  in  th e  s ta te ' population*
fh e re  a re 'v e ry  few members o f  th e  nonwhite ran# In le g io n  1 end 
th e re  a re  In d ic a tio n s  th a t  th e  -number of. such persons I s  d ec lin in g  w ith in  
'-the region* A la rg e 'p o r t io n  o f  V irg in ia1 e nemwhlfs p c fu la tlo h  engages In.
' a g r ic u ltu ra l  work, ' fh e  farms- in  le g io n  'i'' are; small M  u su a lly  employ
Very few workers p e r  farmf i t  i s  estim ated th a t  only about 150 aoawhite 
men a re  employed m  farms in  th e  a re a , th e re  i t  l i t t l e  opportun ity  f m  
th e  feg re  I#  f in d  work o f .a  perm anent. nature- in , th e  reg ion  which would be 
anything mar# than menial*
th a t  young people often ' leave- the  reg ion  in  search o f  o th e r  woxte:
' , ,. ■ ■< ■ - - • i l l  . - • • • •  • ■
o p p o rtu n itie s  i t-  perhaps' r e g re t ta b le  In view o f  th e  area1 & r ic h  resources*
. • : • ' ' ■ •
When thee# resources a re  u t i l i z e d  to  a  g re a te r  ex ten t and m anufacturing £&#.
creases* th e  number o f  young people leav in g  th e  a rea  may be expected to
decline*  th e  in crease  In  th e  number o f  o ld e r  people in  a lso  o f economic
' Im portance, * Many of th e se  o ld e r  people a re  no longer economic producers
to  th e  f u l l  ex ten t but l i v e  In  re tirem en t o r  ©eml^retirement, With fewer
young people and more o ld e r people included In the- population* th e  f e t i c h
cannot u t i l i s e  I t s  f u l l  economic p o s s ib i l i t ie s *  Economic decline* r a tb e f
than progress* would presumably occur in  th e  long mm i f  th e  .area became
overwhelmingly populated by th e  o ld e r  age groups who could not produce th e
goods which would enable th e  community to  flourish* .
fh© in c re ase  i s  b i r th  r a t e s  beginning' in  I9h2 and reaching' a  peak
in  I f ty f i s  Im portant to- th e  reg ion  since t h i s  means m  in c rease  in  ih©
younger .age groups. Even during  th e  war years* when m illio n s  o f men were
in  the. armed services* Begion 1 showed h igher b i r th  r a te s  although th e se
annual f a te s  were not p ro g re ss iv e ly  higher* th e  la rg e  in c rease  in. I f h f
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coincided with the aempbiiisatton of lax®# nambers of servicemen* fh© 
higher iitOom©'oaJmoi by the region' during the war years may be another ■ 
factor of note sihe© seme were able to ©air© ©non# to fool secure about 
the future*
Population in  -Region 1 i s  Increasing  and jobs a re  av a ilab le  to  thee© 
im th e  regies#* fh© eepttojay i s  more d iv e rs if ie d  since  some indust r  i  a l l  cafcim  
k m  taken place* More markets are- availab le*  more- se rv ic e s  required* aad 
more people needed to  perform se rv ices  as th e  cirmfi&iive e f fe c ts  o f  n m  
tn&usbpies a re  felt*, fh e  w ealth o f  th e  popu la tion  is- being increased  
and, t h i s  i s  re  so l t in g  in  th e  b u ild in g  up. o f  a  oo$ur»ity  which i s  m ore. aW- 
t r a c t iv e  to  person.# seeking b  p la c e  to  liv e , and to  work*.
chapter ? x
LABOR liBSOURCES
In  th e  study o f a reg io n a l economy i t  i s  necessary to  
know how many people a re  employed, what • k ind o f work they  do, 
what type o f  workers they  a re , and how many ad d itio n a l per­
sons would e n te r  th e  lab o r fo rce  i f  o p p o rtu n itie s  are  open# 
t h i s  I s  don® fo r  Region 1 by using  cu rren t estim ates and * 
f ig u re s  from th e  1940 0*. S&, Census o f  Population In  o rd er -to 
o b ta in  a p ic tu re  o f  la b o r  resources over a period  o f time* 
P oten tia l Labor Supply. 1950
?h® la b o r  fo rce  in  Region 1 , estim ated  a t  around 27*000 
in  January, 1950, i s  p r a c t ic a l ly  unchanged from th e  1940 census 
figu res*  th e  n a tu ra l  growth o f  population  was re ta rded  during 
th e  1940fs by a moderate e m ig ra tio n 'o f‘workers, most o f whom 
were young people seeking work in  o th e r  areas where job open­
ings wmm g re a te r  o r more favorable* The ta b le  which follow s 
w il l  be composed o f  1950 estim ates and i s  rounded to  th e  near­
e s t  tw enty-five*
TABLE.'TO
ooM Posm ai o r  th e  lab o r fo rc e , 1950
Labor Suooly Toi*al Male Female
Population 14 years
and over# .* . . . . . . . . 54,950 26,950 28,000
W h ite ..* * * ,,,* . 53,350 26,150 27,200
Honwhite 1,600 800 800
In  th e  la b o r  force* 26,750 21,275 5,475
White.******.** 25,900 20,750 5,150
Monwhite#.*♦*.♦ 650 525 325
Employed.* •• •* ••* ,, 24,850 19,975 4,675
W hite.**......... .. 24,075 19,525 4,550
Horwhite*. . . . . . 775 450 325
Unemployed.*»«* ..•• 1,900 1 ,3 0 0 600
W hite** .* ...** . 1,625 1,225 600
flonwhite* ****** 75 75 —
Source; V irg in ia  S ta ts  Employment S erv ice , L e tte r  
from Mr. W illiam P u rse r, May, 1950*
In  o rder to  compute a  p o te n tia l  labo r-supp ly , th e
percentage o f persons fou rteen  years  o f  age and over already
in  th e  la b o r  fo rce  must be considered* In  Region 1 th e se
percentages include 79*3 p er cen t o f  w hite men, 65*6 p e r  cent
o f  nonwhite men, 18.8 p e r cent o f  w hite women, and 40.6 p e r
cent o f  nonwhite women#
I t  i© assumed by th e  S ta te  Employment Serv ice th a t  a l l
men ab le  to  work a re  a lready  in  th e  la b o r fo rce  and th a t  th e re
would be no p o te n tia l  supply o f men a b le  to  work* I t  i s  q u ite
p o ss ib le , however, th a t  some males working a t a g r ic u ltu re  be­
cause o th e r jobs a re  scarce* Nearly 40 p e r cent (8,350) o f th e
t o t a l  male la b o r  fo rce  works in  the  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f ie ld  in  th i s
region* I f  10 p e r  cent o f  these  men would accept o th e r em­
ployment, 835 males would be re leased  fo r  o th e r  types o f  work* 
Only about 150 nonwhite males have a g r ic u ltu ra l  jo b s  in  th e  
region and do not form a s ig n if ic a n t  p o te n tia l la b o r  supply*
As in  o th e r  r u r a l  a rea s , many women are  no t in  th e  
lab o r fo rc e , p a r t ly  because o f  the  la ck  o f s u ita b le  job  open­
ings* Where jobs e x i s t ,  women w il l  u su a lly  e n te r  th e  la b o r  • 
fo rce ; i t  i s  estim ated  by S ta te  Employment Serv ice s t a t i s t i c i ­
ans th a t  25 p er cen t o f  the  w hite women over fou rteen  years o f  
age and 40 p e r cent o f  nonwhite women o f th e  same age w il l  
e n te r  th e  lab o r force* th e  p o te n tia l  supply o f  female lab o r 
i s  estim ated by ca lcu la tin g  th i s  percentage and su b trac tin g  
th e  women now in  the  la b o r fo rce  from It*
The p o te n tia l  1950 lab o r supply o f Region 1 co n s is ts  
o f  1,650 w hite females no t now in  th e  lab o r force and o f 825 
w hite men now working a t  ag ricu ltu re*
P rev a ilin g  Wage Rates
P rev a ilin g  hourly wage r a te s  observed in  December, 1949 
a re  l i s t e d  below* th e  new n a tio n a l minimum wage o f  75 cent® 
an hour, which became e ffe c tiv e  in  January, 1950# may r a is e  th e  
average somewhat in  a ffec ted  in d u s trie s*  Men’s wages a re  ex­
pressed  as a  range, and women’ s wages a re  given as m  average 
hourly  wage*
Men rece iv e  from $1*15 to  $1*50 fo r  s k i l le d  lab o r where­
as women average .75$ fo r  s k i l le d  work* S em i-sk illed  la b o r  pays 
from *75$ to  $1*00 an hour to  mm  and *65$ to  women* U nskilled  
la b o re rs  rece iv e  from *65$ to  *75$ an hour i f  they  are  men, 
average *55$ m  hour i f  th ey  are  women* Women always rece iv e  
a  low er wage in  th ese  observations but the  d iffe ren ce  in  wages 
I s  le s s  in  th e  u n sk illed  grade*
Seasonal Employment
The p rocessing  o f  vegetab les and fru it©  fu rn ish es  em­
ployment to  about 7O0 seasonal workers fo r  about th ree  months 
from August to  th e  end o f  November* Nearly 75 p e r cent o f  
th e se  workers a re  women and th e  m ajo rity  o f  th ese  are  house­
wives and other© not included in  th e  reg u la r  la b o r force*
The handling and p rocessing  o f  poultry"products g ives employ­
ment to  more than  500 workers during th e  peak season but 
th e re  are  wide swings in  th e  number employed during th e  year* 
In January o f  1950# about 500 workers were la id  o f f  a t th e  
c lo se  o f  th e  tu rkey  season and th ree  plants#  employing about 
100 workers, closed down tem porarily* Five hundred cannery 
workers were also- put ou t o f work a t th e  c lo se  of th e  season* 
As-mentioned before# however, th ese  workers are  an e l a s t i c  
element and re tu rn ed  to  farming# housekeeping# and th e  like*  
Honwhite m igratory lab o r was used In  Page county to  harv est 
th e  X950 h em  crop. This was the  f i r s t  tim e th a t  such lab o r 
had been used in  th a t  area*
Labor Force C h a ra c te r is tic s
m  1940# th e re  were 55*296 persons fourteen  years o ld  
o r  o ld e r  in  Region 1 and 26*851 o f th e se  persons were in  th e  
la b o r  fo rc e . Region 1 had 48*6 p er cent o f  those over, four-' 
te en  in  th e  lab o r fo rc e  and each o f th e  counties had a  sim i­
l a r  percentage although H arrisonburg had 57*1 p er cent in  the  
■force* Of th e  t o t a l  la b o r  force* 23,996 persons were employed 
and about 3*000 persons were seeking work o r  engaged, in  pub lic
memergency work. Wage and sa la ry  workers numbered 16,237 o r a -  
bout two th ird s  o f a l l  employed workers in  comparison w ith 
around 70 per cent f o r  th e  S ta te . There were 6,644 employers 
and own-account workers and 881 unpaid fam ily workers.
At. th e  tim e o f  th e  1940 Census o f  Population’. V irg in ia  
had 52*5 p e r  cent o f  i t s  working age population  in  th e  la b o r  . 
fo rc e ,  w hile Begion 1 had 48.6 p e r cent* Eighteen and e ig h t 
te n th s  p e r cen t o f th e  female w hite workers were in  th e  lab o r 
fo rc e , compared w ith a  V irg in ia  average o f  20*9 p er cen t3 how­
ev er, 40.6 p e r  cent o f  th e  female nonwhite lab o r age popula­
tio n  i s  in  th e  lab o r fo rce  compared w ith  a  S ta te  average o f  
35*3 per; cent* The percentage o f  nonwhite male workers in
th e  lab o r fo rce  I s  low fo r  Begion 1 . However, th e  p o te n tia l
■ * ■ \
lab o r' supply fo r  1950  i s  expected to  come from w hite males 
p re se n tly  working a t a g r ic u ltu re  and from w hite females not 
In  th e  cu rren t la b o r  fo rc e .
In 1940,  about 9 per cent o f those in  V irg in ia  who 
wished,/Sfco work were seeking work o r  doing pub lic  emergency 
work w hile Begion 1 had 8  p er cen t in  s im ila r  circum stances.
■ . v  . .
This in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  region was ab le  to  o f f e r  s l ig h t ly
b e t t e r  work o p p o rtu n itie s  than V irg in ia  as a  whole*
Region 1 has fewer wage and sa la ry  workers than the  
S ta te  as a whole and has more employers and om -account 
workers* This in d ic a te s  th e  independent na tu re  o f  th e  a g r i­
c u l tu ra l  economy where th e  farm er i s  h is  own employer* no 
m atte r how sm all h is  land  holding may be*
th e  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  workers according to  in d u stry  
groups shows th a t  a g r ic u ltu re  i s  the  major f ie ld  but th a t  
t h i s  i s  followed by m anufacturing and trade* in d ic a tin g  th a t  
th e  region has a d iv e rs if ie d  economy which i s  b a s ic a lly  a g r i­
cu ltu ra l*  Region 1 has more fawners * farm managers* and farm 
lab o re rs  than V irginia* as percentages o f t o t a l  employed p er­
sons* About 37 p er cent o f  Region l* s  workers are  employed 
in  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f ie ld *  15 p e r cent in  manufacturing* 12 
p e r  cent in  tra d e , and 8 p er cent in  rendering  personal 
s e rv ic e s . O ther f ie ld s  a re  a lso  o f  importance but employ a 
sm a lle r percentage o f  workers* th e  follow ing ta b le  shows th e  
abso lu te  number o f  workers employed in  th e  various f ie ld s  •
TABLE m i  
FIELDS OF EMPLOYMENT
F ie ld .....Page...._
Rock­
ingham
Shen­
andoah
H arri­
sonburg Region 1
A ll employed 
workers.****.*** 4*03? 9*839 6,404 3,696 23,996
A griculture* * * * • 1*363 4*399 2,696 56 8,514
Hines and 
q u a rr ie s* . ..» •»« 24 7? 192 5 298 . .
F orestry  and 
f ish in g * ******** 6 13 8 15 42
Construction* * * * 3399 702 395 209 1,705
H anufacturing*.• 471 11568 690 731 3*480
Transport a tio n  
and u t i l i t ie s * * * 401 368 259 208 1,236
Trade, whole­
sa le  and re ta i l* 422 862 730 956 2,970
Finance, in s u r ­
ance, r e a l  
e s ta te * * * * ****** 39 56 74 99 268
Business s e r -  
v ic e s  * * * ******** 68 169 109 81 427
Personal s e r ­
v ices  #♦*#***#**.* 364 636 543 492 2,035
Amusement,
rec rea tio n * .* * * . 30 25 55 45 155
P ro fess io n a l 
services******** 236 592 359 698 1*685
Government*.•»*« 100 154 132 148 534
Dnreported***.** 114 218 162 153. 647
Sources MtS* Census o f  Population* Washington, D. C*t United 
S ta te s  Government P rin tin g  O ffic e , 1940#
mUhil# ft may be deplored that younger people t» Begtem 1 leave the 
area til search of tetter Jot opportunities elsewhere* there are, nevefthe*' 
lese* a number of reasons for the emigration of young people#
Farming everywhere is becoming more mechanized and fewer fam  workers 
are needed# the many email farms In the region employ* on the average * 
less than two workers each, the majority of farm workers are in the family 
of the farm owner, Unless the younger people in rural areas wish to re* 
main on the family farm or hoy fame of their own, they must seek work in 
the towne#
Many of the manufaoturlng industries such as the shoe factory or 
the garment and tortile factoriest employ many more women than men# Hie 
work is often monotonous and there is not a great deal of opportunity for 
advancement# Women d e c  accept a lower wage than a man would consider#
Very often* these women form an elastic element in the labor force m d  
work to supplement the family income* In many cases* the labor tuna-»over 
among such women workers Is very great.
Labor In. the area is not organized and* in fact* opposition to organ­
ization is found in some industries from the woikers themselves#
Industries have moved Into the region and may have been, influenced 
in their Choice of location by the fact that labor was not organized and 
by the belief that lower labor costs could therefore be expected, fbeee
industries employ several t!leneend workers in the region hut do mot 
tract many of the younger people who wish tobegin wcxk at a higher wage 
and under hatter conditions then these Industries afford*
Aithou# the percentage of per son s in the region over iwenty«flv© 
years of age who have completed high school or more is lower than the 
State average# a considerable 'number have a good education. 'By finding 
Jobe thrombi college: placement ’bureaus or bhreu# professional or public 
employment agencies* many young persons receive employment outside the 
region* ■ fhe institutions Of higher learning in the area itself are mainly 
and educational training institutions, this means that 
students desiring education of a different nature leave the area and# some 
do not come ha^*
It is ouite possible that there are men not mow in the labor force ■ 
who would. be • available as a potential supply of labor# fhere is an elae** 
tlcity in the supply of m d© labor %M©h was revealed in world War' 1 1 . when 
hoys over fourteen years of age left school to work in the war plants* If 
Begiom i*'« various Industries offered sufficient inducement * it is relative** 
ly cert aim that some additional units of labor would enter the market* As 
long as mem are working at agriculture only because other Jobs do mot assist* 
however* this elastic 'dement is not ilkdy to he apparent*
Many o f th e  workers in  the  seasonal in d u s tr ie s  such m  canning 
and food p rocessing  ore a lso  women who re tu rn  to  housekeeping o r  far® work 
whoa th e  season i s  over. In  Pago county nonwhite m igratory  workers wore 
used In  1950 f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e, in  o rder to  moot com petition from o th e r 
areas* th e  acreage p lan ted  in  beams was doubled and th i s  co n trac t la b o r  
was used  because s k i l le d  la b o r  needed in  checking end packing was -also 
supplied# lo c a l  lab o r form erly used In  the f ie ld s  co n s is ted , to  a  la rg e  
degree* o f  persons who re tu rned  to  o th e r Jobs a f t e r  working in  th e  bean 
f ie ld s *  '
i t  i s  Shown th a t  a g r ic u ltu re  supp lies th e  preponderance of Job op­
p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  Region 1 and th a t  t h i s  f ie ld  i s  followed by manufacturing 
and trade*  Since men would 1 ea rs  a g r ic u ltu re  to  work a t o th e r jobs i f  
they  were av a ila b le  * th e  conclusion I s  reached th a t  in d u s tr ia l  expansion 
must occur i f  more Jobs a re  to  be created* th e  p o te n tia l 1950 lab o r supply 
c o n s is ts  o f  men working 1m th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f i e ld  and women not now In  th e  
la b o r  fo rce  so i f  new In d u s tr ie s  were to  appear which would give co n sid er- 
ab le  Jobs* th e  popu la tion  o f th e  reg ion  would in c rease  as worker# en tered  
th e  reg ion  from o th er areas* th e  la b o r  resources o f  th e  area* %dtile ade­
quate a t  th e  p resen t time#: must in c rease  I f  expansion occurs* Wew Indus- 
t r i e s  would supply Job© and th e  wag## from such Jobs would be spent in  th e  
reg io n  as w ell as o u ts id e  o f  I t*  A cum ulative adjustment would ta k e  p lace , 
to  meet demands fo r  more workers in  f ie ld s  secondary to  th e  new In d u stries*
h?
Snell m  g& ould h a re  a  te n d e n c y  to  k eep  m om  o f  th e  yotnig p e e p le
within the region* &aher* which i s  reasonably mobile - within the odnatry, 
w ill en ter the  region I f  there are erangh positions open to  ju s tify  an to*-
m igration*
1% i s  desirable th a t manufacture* trade and e ther f ie ld s  he fee* 
tered  since an, economy which la  dependent on one - source of income le  to  
p a r tic u la r  danger from huelneeo ■ and economic fluctnationa*
CHAPTER V II
m & m m w m
Economic Land C la ss if ic a tio n ^
Economic land c la s s i f ic a t io n  id e n t i f ie s  and c la s s i f ie s  
th e  economic opportun ity  o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l  areas and i s  baaed on 
normal economic conditions and th e  p resen t s ta te  o f  develop­
ment o f  in d iv id u a l fan s  u n i ts . C la s s if ic a tio n  depends on the  
way in  which an a rea  i s  used, th e  n a tu re  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  provided, 
e f f ic ie n c y  o f operation  and o th e r  fa c to rs  se le c ted  by th e  c la s s i­
f ie r*  Hie word "land11 cannot be used in  th e  sense o f " s o il"  
in  t h i s  case* land  C lasses X and XX are  not s u ita b le  f o r  use 
in  farming although C lass XX land  i s  th a t  land which i s  in  
farms bu t should be r e t i r e d  from such use*. C lass XXX land i s  
a t  th e  lowest p o ss ib le  le v e l  where a g r ic u ltu re  use may occur* 
C lasses XV, V, VI, and VII are  p ro g ressiv e ly  b e t te r  grades o f
^Prepared, from d a ta  supp lied  fey Mr* Ceorge F atteson , 
.Economic land  C la s s i f ie r ,  V irg in ia 'A g ric u ltu ra l 
Experiment S ta tio n , B lacksburg, V irginia*
f f
m
land*
Page county i s  about 60 p a r cen t mountainous and 60 
p e r  cen t ro l l in g .  Almost a l l  mountain land  i s  fo re s ted  and 
has s o i l  with l i t t l e  a g r ic u ltu ra l  p o te n t ia l ,  th e  ro l l in g  
land  i s  c leared  to  a g rea t ex ten t and ia  used fo r  pastu re  and 
crops such as com* sm all grain* hay* apples* and peaches.
Rockingham i s  about 50 p e r cen t mountainous and 50 p er 
cent ro llin g *  A gricu ltu re  I s  cen tered  on th e  ro l l in g  v a lley  
s o i l s  which a re  calcareous in  o r ig in  and somewhat more pro­
ductive  than those  in  Page. Shenandoah county partakes o f 
th e  same c h a ra c te r is t ic s  as Rockingham,
land in  Shenandoah i s  divided in to  th e  follow ing c lassess
C lasses I  and I I  65^5 p e r  cent o f t o t a l  a rea  
C lass I I I  21*5 p er cent o f  t o t a l  a rea
C lasses IV* V* VI* and VII 3Z p e r cent o f  to ta l
a rea  .
I t  i s  believed  th a t  Rockingham would c la s s ify  about th e  
same as Shenandoah w hile Page would have more land  in  th e  low­
e r  ( le s s  productive) c la s s e s , Unfortunately* no recent land 
c la s s i f ic a t io n s  have been made in  Region 1 and inform ation on 
th e  su b jec t i s  not complete*
S ize  o f  Fam s
th e  farms in  Region 1 a re  u su a lly  sm all, and seven 
te n th s  o f  them are  sm aller than  100 acres* A ll counties 
have, on a percentage b a s is ,  more sm all farms and fewer 
la rg e  farms than the  S ta te  average* There a re  7,635 farms 
in  th e  region w ith an average s iz e  o f  81*3 acres in  c o n tra s t 
to  th e  V irg in ia  average s iz e  o f  94*5 acres* Forty-one p er 
cen t o f  th e  farms a re  le s s  than th i r t y  acre© in  s iz e  and 
ano ther 30 per cent f a l l  in to  th e  th i r t y  to  n ine ty -h ine  acre 
bracket* Only 1 p e r  cen t o f  th e  farms are as  la rg e  as 500 
acres*
Farm Ownership
The number o f f u l l  owners o f  farms i s  growing in  
Region 1, fo r  th e  percentage o f f u l l  owners increased  from 
77*2 p er cen t o f  a l l  farm o pera to rs in  I960 to  83*8 p e r cen t 
in  1945* Farm tenancy a lso  decreased , both in  percentage 
and in  number* The decrease in  farm tenancy was g re a te r  in  
V irg in ia  as a whole than in  t h i s  reg ion , however* Farms in  
th e  area are sm all and ownership, fo r  th e  most p a r t ,  r e s ts  
w ith  independent farmers* Of 7,635 farm© in  th e  reg ion , 
6,395 are  wholly owned and te n an ts  operate  only 726 farm s.
Farm Labor
Fam ing in  th e  reg ion , w hile a p r in c ip a l  source o f  em­
ployment, does no t occupy the complete time o f  a g rea t number 
o f  farmers# In  1940, 41*3 p er cent o f  a l l  farm op era to rs  a lso  
worked o f f  th e  farm and in  1945, 40*6 p er cen t d id  so . Hie
V irg in ia  average was 35*4 p er cent in  1940 and 34 #5 p e r  cent
In  1945* A t o t a l  o f  3,011 farm operato rs worked o f f  th e  farm 
in  1965* The number o f  workers on each farm in d ic a te s  th e  
sm all s iz e  o f th e  farm s. The average number o f workers per 
farm, both fam ily and h ire d , i s  1.48 in  Region 1 and 1.50 in  
V irg in ia  as a  whole* In th e  reg ion , 90.5 p e r  cen t o f  a l l  
farm workers a re  fam ily  workers w hile a l l  V irg in ia  farms
average 91*4 p e r  c e n t. The n a tu re  o f  th e  f a ra  lab o r fo rce
in  Region 1 and In a l l  V irg in ia  i s  q u ite  s im ila r .
Farm Production
Farms s p e c ia liz e  in  th e  production o f p o u ltry , po u ltry  
p ro d u cts , l iv e s to c k , and liv e s to c k  p roducts, A number o f  
farms a re  used to  r a is e  produce fo r  household consumption 
on ly , © specially  'in Fag© county. General farms a lso  form a 
la rg e  percentage o f a l l  farms In th e  reg io n .
TABLE IX
DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BT TYPE
Farms Pace
Rock­
ingham
Shen­
andoah Region 1 V irg in ia
Per cen t o f a l l  
farms*
F ru it  and nut farms *6 1*2 1*5 1.1 1*2
Vegetable farms .0 *3 *3 *4 1.8
H o rtic u ltu ra l 
s p e c ia l i ty  farms — .1
F ie ld  crop farms 2*9 3*2 2.1 2.8 27.3
Dairy farms *8 5*4 2 .0 3*5 2 .6
P ou ltry  farms 21*7 36*4 34*5 33*4 6 .0
L ivestock farms 7 .7 11*4 11*7 10.9 6 .9
Forest product 
farms
*5 •4 .7 .5 1 .1
General farms 16*4 14*2 15*7 15.0 8 .6
Subsistence
farms 48*6 27*3 31*5 32.3 44*3
Source? Ua, 3^ Census o f  A g ricu ltu re . Washington, D. C*: Dnited 
S ta te s  Government P r in tin g  O ffice , 1945*
In 1945, Region 1 so ld  about 10 per cent o f  a l l  apples 
in  th e  S ta te  and 12 p er cent o f th e  peaches*Nineteen p e r cent 
o f  V irg in ia ’ s barley  and 12 per cent o f  h e r  wheat was so ld  in  
th e  region* Over A3 p er cen t o f  a l l  V irg in ia  tu rkeys were 
ra ise d  and 26  p e r cent o f  th e  S ta te ’s  chickens were ra ise d  in  
Region 1*
tm m  x
MAJOR FARM PRODUCTS IN RSGXON 1
Product Pass
^ocfe>
Ingham
Shan**;
andoah Region 1
Apples, bushels 36,583 662,356 580,803 1,279,742
Peaches, bushels 12,423 186,142 68,602 267,167
Tomatoes, acres 684 348 505 1,537
Com fo r  g ra in , 204,873 588,248 442,911 793,301
bushels
Oats th resh ed ,
bushels 33,679 72,340 57,082 163 ,101
Barley th reshed ,
bushels 48,378 239,367 124,075 411,820
Rye th resh ed ,
b u sh e ls■ 12,950 13,062 3,753 29,765
Wheat th resh ed .
bushels 192,947 594,650 320,075 li>T07,672
I r i s h  p o ta to es .
bushel© 41,534 73,762 43,625 158,921
Chickens ra ise d 981,630 5,861,061 2,232,722 9,075,413
Chicken eggs,
dozens 721,566 3,518,680 2,090,730 6 , 673 ,357
Turkey© ra ise d  ■ -- - 12,718 260,216 60,728 333,662
C a ttle  and
calves so ld 4,593 22,514 9,980 37,086
Hogs and p igs so ld 7,192 32,029 23,357 62,578
Cows Milked 2,586 12,854 5,890 21,330
Milk produced,
gallon© 827,561 6,188,115 2,722,273 9,737,949
Whole m ilk so ld 106,303 3,825,716 764,858 4,696,077
Cream so ld ,
pounds 122,780 325,306 257,884 705,970
Sheep and lambs
so ld 1*505 12,401 6,421 20,327
Source: 0^ 3^ Census 'of A griculture* Washington, I). C*:
U nited S ta te s  Government'P rin tin g  O ffic e , 1945*
P o u ltry  and p o u ltry  products produce th e  g re a te s t  d o lla r  
value in  farm sales*  Livestock and liv e s to c k  product© are  the  
second la rg e s t  d o l la r  producer* The rank o f  p o u ltry  and l iv e ­
stock as income producers i s  th e  same in  each o f  th e  coun ties 
except Shenandoah where f r u i t s  and nu ts  are  th e  second la rg e s t  
income producer, coming a f te r  poultry* F ru it  and nu ts  a lso  
produce considerab le income in  Rockingham county but lag  be­
hind p o u ltry , liv e s to c k , and vegetab les in  Fag© county* The 
region has th e  la rg e s t  percentage o f  p roduction , compared with 
S ta te  t o t a l s ,  in  chickens ra is e d , tu rkeys ra is e d , and barley  
threshed* F o rty -th ree  p er cent o f  th e  S ta te ’s tu rkeys a re  
ra is e d  in  th e  reg ion , 26 p e r cen t o f  the  chicken© a re  ra ise d  
th e re ,  and 19 per cen t o f  a l l  V irg in ia  b a rle y  i s  threshed*
Region 1 , as a  whole, and each in d iv id u a l county has a 
very  high percentage o f  farms w ith e l e c t r ic  lig h tin g #  th e  
percentage o f  such faim s increased  by a s ig n if ic a n t  amount from 
1940 to- 1945 and th e  region i s  f a r  ahead o f  th e  State, in  th e  
percentage o f  farms with th is  fa c i l i ty * ' In 1945, 63 per cen t 
o f  th e  reg ion ’s farm© had’e le c t r ic  light©  w hile th e  V irg in ia  
average was about 37 per cent* Rockingham county led  a l l  
o th e rs  w ith 66 p er cen t o f  it©  farm© e le c t r ic a l ly  ligh ted*
TABLE XX
VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS
Products Pass
Rock-
Ingham
Shen­
andoah R edon 1
A ll products $2,327,666 $16,802,473 $6,760,717 $23,890,856
Used a t  home 
Sold
574,264
.1,753,402
1,403,700
13,398,773
1,006,321
5,754,396
2,984,285
20,906,571
Products solds
F ru it  & n u ts 63,664 1,283,745 1,035,492 2,367,901
V egetables 63,471 57,376 47,766 168,613
Hort* spec* 216 9,894 1,840 U ,9 4 8
F ie ld  crops 213,521 537,398 246,403 997,322
Dairy pro­
ducts 101,982 1,270,355 361,169 1,733,506
P ou ltry  and 
products 925,971 8,044,593 2,975,070 11,945,634
Livestock 390,712 2 , 12 5 ,1 4 4 1,019,195 3,535,051
F orest pro­
ducts 8,867 70,268 67,461 166,596
Sources JUgS*. Cen§us o f A ^ c u l t u r e , Washington, D* C*s 
United S ta te s  Government P rin tin g  O ffice , 1945*
This region I s  a  p o u ltry  cen te r  o f  the  e a s t and in  1944,
Rockingham stood f i r s t ,  Shenandoah second, and Page te n th  among
V irg in ia  coun ties in  th e  number o f  turkeys raised* C a tt le , 
sheep, and wheat a re  a lso  p r in c ip a l a g r ic u ltu ra l  f ie ld s*
Living Indexes for Farm Fam ilies
Hie index o f  le v e l o f l iv in g  fo r  farm o p era to r fam ilies 
In a given county i s  composed o f  components covering th e  p er­
centage o f  farms in  the  county with e l e c t r i c i ty  in  th e  farm op­
e ra to rs  dw elling; th e  percentage w ith telephone; th e  percentage 
w ith automobile and th e  average value o f  products so ld  o r  traded  
In  th e  preceding y ea r p e r farm, ad justed  fo r  changes in  purchas­
in g  power* The 1945 average le v e l o f  l iv in g  fo r  3,056 counties 
in  the  United S ta te s  was se le c te d  as th e  base 100 on which both 
1940 and 1945 value were calcu lated*
TABLE XII 
m m  LEVEL-OF-LXVING INDEX
* 1*1 III liiimiiimmi I   . » ■ .     ................... . . . i  miiMiili  .■ M ill—
1940 1945 Change from 1940 to  1945
Area Index Index in  Index P o in ts Percentage
U nited S ta te s 30 100 20 25
V irg in ia 53 72 14 24
Page county 71 91 20 23
Rockingham county 112 131 19 17
Shenandoah county 96 117 21 22
Source; U. S* Department o f  A g ricu ltu re , Bureau o f A g ricu ltu ra l 
Economics, Washington, D, C*
Region 1 exceeds th e  S ta te  average in  a number o f  farm 
conveniences, equipment, and f a c i l i t i e s *  Region 1 has th e  follow­
ing  f a c i l i t i e s . ,  ex p ressed  as percentages o f  a l l  farms rep o rtin g ;
. Radios, 74*3 p e r cen t compared to  th e  V irg in ia  .average o f 60*51 
te lep h o n es, 51*6 p e r  cent compared to  th e  V irg in ia  average o f  
18*4 per cen t; t r a c to r s ,  15*7 p e r  cen t compared to  11*8 p er c e n t, 
and autom obiles, 66*9 per cent compared w ith a  S ta te  average o f 
48 p er cent*
Processing P lan ts
F ed era l-S ta te  Grading S ta tio n s  are lo ca ted  in  th e  region 
fo r  th e  in spec tion  o f  dressed m eats, liv e s to c k , dressed p o u ltry , 
eggs, processed foods, hay, and g ra in . There are  fo u r canneries 
located  in  Page county, one in  Shenandoah county, and one in  
Rockingham county* S ix  p o u ltry  processing  p la n ts  o f  importance 
are  lo ca ted  in  the Rockingham-Shenandoah-Augusta county area* 
F ru its  and vegetab les a re  processed by th e  canneries* M ills and 
cream eries a lso  u t i l i z e  lo c a l products in  processing*
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3Jhere i s  no doubt th a t  a g r ic u ltu re  I s  th e  backbone o f  Begiou. 1%  ■ * 
econo®ay m& th a t  a  g re a t deal o f  * a l l  economic a c t iv i ty  i u  th e  region, 
h in g es om agrieuitm re^ endeavor* - Farming I s  n e t only an occupation o f  
th e  regions I t  l a  a lso  a  way o f  l i f e  and th is  h e lp s  to  explain  some o f  
the  c h a ra c te r!sb le $ o f th e - ru ra l  ©oimmnilty*
f i f t y  seven p er cen t of the  t o t a l  land a rea  o f  Beg!on I  i s  In  
farms h u t most o f  th e se  fanes a re  small* averaging only  eighty-one -acres 
in  comparison w ith th e  V irg in ia  average- o f n in e ty -f  our acres* Over- seven* 
ty  p e r  cen t o f  th ese  fam e  do n o t exneed n in e ty -n in e  ac res  and I t  would 
he expected th a t such sm all farms-would not he g re a t ly  mechanized* However* 
Begion X has more farms w ith  tra c to rs *  as a  percen tage o f a l t  farms* than  
th e  S ta te  a s .a  whole* Host o f th e se  farms a re  e n t i r e ly  owned “by one p er*  
son. and most o f  th e  rem ainder a re  owned by p artn e rs*  t h i s  in d ic a te s  th e  
independent n a tu re  o f  farm ers in  - th e  area*- Farms a re  held  in  th e  fam ily  
and a re  no t merged., in to  la rg e  farms -which might prove more,s u i ta b le .to 
c u l t iv a t io n  by machines* These sm sli farms els©- allow farm ers tim e to  
work a t o th e r  occupations in  con junction  w ith farm ing a c t iv i ty |  thus* 
th e  farm er has two sources o f  - income* -Since th e  m a jo rity  o f farm la b o re rs  
are  fam ily  workers* th e  farm becomes a  c e n te r  of fam ily a c t iv i ty  providing* 
in  many cases* food* income and Job© fo r  th e  -entire family* W ry  few
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workers a r e  employed m  farms from o u tsid e  the  family* • la b o r  co s ts  a re  
not g rea t m i  wages a re  p a id  both In  money and In  k ind . The farm worker 
i s  fre q u e n tly  o ffe red  a  heme© and feed fo r  h ie  fam ily  ae a  cond ition  o f  
eaapXeynent# t h i s  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  compare fans wages w ith  vagee fsNW 
e th e r  area© u n le ss  some Index i s  compared to  measure 'the value o f  Inaem# 
Impubed by liv ing : on the  farm* Eeglon 1*© w ealth  t*  in d ic a te d  by f ig u re s  
which show th a t  farms in  th e  reg ion  ere w ell ahead o f  th e  V irg in ia  aver-* 
age i n  em ereh tp  o f  rad ios', te lephones and autom obiles.
I t  was remarked, e a r l i e r  th a t  ‘a g r ic u ltu ra l  production in  leg io n  %
Is  adapted to  geographical cond itions which serve as a fa c to r  in  th e  d©** 
te rm in a tio n  o f th o se  f ie ld s  In  which ■ib© reg ion  sp ec ia lise s*  S ta t i s t i c s  
on t& m  production, over a  p e rio d  o f  tw eaty^fiva years  show th a t  fo r  a  
number o f products th e re  a re  no apparent treads*  A d e f in i te  trea d  i s  shorn 
in  th e  p o u ltry  and p o u ltry  products in d u s try  which has g re a t ly  increased  
s in ce  1920* f r u i t s  and g ro in s , although im portant to  the-area*  have shown 
ho steady  p a tte rn  o f  in c re as in g  production  and vegetab les are tmimpertani* 
re la tiv e ly *  as a  source o f  Income* Bven livestock*, a  la rg e  income pro** 
dueer, does not shown.® pronounced a  tren d  upward as th a t  revealed  by 
f ig u re s  on p o u ltry  production*
P r io r  to  192&* p o u ltry  from southern m arkets was not re a d ily  sa le*  
ab le  In  n o rth e rs  markets which considered the  southern  products Inferior-*
In  WZ& t h i s  p re ju d ic e  was combat ted  by s k i l l f u l  m arketing o rg an iza tio n  
and Eegioa I  soon began to  r a is e  in c re as in g  numbers o f chickens and turkeys* 
^he f a c t  th a t  th e se  p roducts a re  graded a t F e d e ra lis t a te  grading  s ta t io n s  
a ssu res  th e  market o f  a  d e f in i te  q u a l i ty  o f product • fh e  oo^operatiFe 
-m arketing a s so c ia tio n  allow s th e  product to  he brought to g e th e r  in  la rg e  
• q u a n t i t ie s  f o r  s a le  to,, d is ta n t  market a w h ile  o th e r  p o rtio n s  o f  t o t a l  pro** 
duct ion  can he so ld  to  lo c a l m arkets. Income, from p o u ltry  p roducts in  
Eockiugham county alone i s  estim ated ' a t  almost s ix teen  m illio n  d o lla r#
■ f o r  & $ # & * ,  a n  i n c r e a s e ' '  o f  a b o u t  1 0 0  p e r c e n t  o r e r  I f h f *
th e r e  i t  much l i t e r a tu r e  d ea lin g  w ith a g r im i tu r a  and th e  bustnee© 
cycle* I t  i s  a s se r te d  th a t  a  good crop y ea r tends to  lead  to  a hom  i n  
in d u s tr ie s  u sin g  a g r ic u ltu ra l  - product s . since th e  p r ic e  f a l l s  when pro*- 
au c tio n  i s  h i # * , . A h igh  crop y ie ld  may r e s u l t  In le s s  income fo r  th e  
farmer* $h© farmer.- , guided by h i s  an tic ip a tio n s*  t r i e s  to  produce e n c u #  
to , a ssu re  -a good, income h u t once M s crop i s  p lan ted  th e re  Is , l i t t l e  th a t  
can he done i f  co n d itio n s o f  th e  market change o r  weather condition* - 
d ise a se  o r  in se c ts , d e s tro y  th e  crop* fa rm ers . In  leg io n  1 are sub jec t to  
th e  same ■uncertainty, as o th e r farm ers h u t ' th e re  are  some sp e c ia l fa c to rs  
th ic k  are. in  t h e i r  f a r o r # .
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Fcrttlt.tr o r  life sb o e k  may be held  o f f  th e  market f a r  m lo n g er p e rio d  
than  p e rish ab le  crops whom p r is e s  a re  lew and .can he fed  in to  the market 
slow ly to  . allow  p r is e s  to  r i s e * Foots and p ro d u c ts  which are  processed 
w ith in  th e  region, i t s e l f  n m  a lso  he w ithheld  from th e  market*
Starkey# e re  su b jec t to  la rg e  seasonal demands around fh an k sg iriag  
and Christm as which assu res  an o u tle t  fo r  la rg e  numbers o f  th e  fowl*, fh e  
p o u ltry  p rocessing  p la n t#  a re  lo ca ted  near' r a i l ,  tra n sp o r ta tio n  .and a lso  
where tru ck  tr s n e p o r ta tio a  I s  ort&laS&e* f s u l t r y  has $*owm a  steady  ig**- 
■crease o f  production mM in c re a se d ,In  1930 which was a  depression  F ear 
sad again  in  19^0 a f te r ' the- dspressiom  o f -1937*
■ ttamy o f th e  farms a re  genera l In. n a tu re  or produce f o r  subsistence 
which assu res th e  farm er o f  food and seme income which i s  b o ls te re d  la. 
two^-flfth# o f  th e  far® fam ilie s  by Income from work o f f  th e  farm* £#~ 
p o s ite  in  th e  reg ion1# tanks show- la rg e  , earing# which In d ica te s  a baek^log 
©f fund# fo r  time# o f  recess io n  o r  depression*
farmers in  legion X  are not- eapised.fo the business cycle to  the 
seme extent th a t, large ©ae^oPop farms arc since ih# former --are often  
not omiF farmer# but also wag# earners In o ff far® work and produe# 
smrer^l crop# on their feriti.*,- fk f# toe# net mean that farmer# in  Beginn I  
w old not suffer from a depression effecting the entire economy but th a t, 
th eir suffering would be a ileriated  by the mature of farming - In legion i».
In  Region % th e m  I f  m o th m  emmple o f  th e  a g r ic u ltu re !  economy 
which i f  slow ly t i r i n g  ground to  In d u s tr ia lis a tio n *  fM s  h m  o ften  brought 
se rio u s  p re b tm& m  workers m igrate t o  th e  ta rn s  and eause m  overcrowding 
which ev en tu a lly  le ad s  to  slums* disease* crime and violence* fh e  land  
becomes secondary m  th e  m m $  p a id  by in d u s try  lo r e  young people away 
fw m  farm ing as an occupation m  a  war .of l i f e *  f h i s  s i tu a t io n  i s  no t 
r e t  revea led  in  Ration 1* fh e  towns a re  p leasan t and c lean  and th e  country* 
s id e  i s  n o t defaced h r  in d u s tr ia l  fnaaetere* £here i s  a  com bination o f  
farm l i f e  and town l i f e  end many members o f the  popu la tion  a re  members o f  
both* Crime I s  no t as se rio u s  as' i t  . is  In  th e  la rg e  c i t i e s  and la rg e  
slum sec tio n s  do no t e x is t  * th e  economy i s  ad ju s tin g  I t s e l f  to  d lv e r s i f i*  
c a tio n  and th e  growing importance o f  c e r ta in  a g r ic u ltu ra l  f ie ld s  i s  n o t 
X ihely to  be rep laced  by th e  In f lu x  of. In d u s tr ie s  o f  a  m anufacturing
CHAPTER ¥111
FOREST RESOURCES
fo r e s t  A creage
In  th e  reg ion , about 54 p e r cen t o f  th e  t o t a l  land  area  
i© given to  th e  growing o f  t r e e s ,  compared w ith about 60 p e r 
cen t fo r  V irg in ia  as a  whole* The g re a te r  p a r t  o f  th e  fo re s ted  
land  in  each o f  th e  coun ties i s  not on farms*
Of t o t a l  farm income fo r  th e  reg ion , fo re s t  products pro-* 
duced only »? p er cen t o f  t o t a l  income* In abso lu te  f ig u re s , 
$146,596 was produced* Page and Rockingham each drew *5 p e r  cent 
o f  t h e i r  t o t a l  income from fo re s t  products and Shenandoah re** 
celved 1*2 p e r  cent o f  i t s  income from th i s  source*
F orest types and Volume
Region 1 contain  473,¥00 acres o f  fo re s tla n d  o f which 
326,800 acres are  upland hardwoods* S h o rtle a f , V irg in ia , and 
White p ine are  a lso  found in  ad d itio n  to  hemlock* Oak i s  th© 
p rev a iled  species in  th e  Shenandoah R a tiona l Park which a lso  con­
ta in s  h ickory , lo c u s t ,  gum, maple, and .linden*
According to  e s t im a te s  made in  X9403*, Region 1 had 1*9 
p e r  cen t o f th e  t o t a l  S ta te  volume o f saw tim ber and 2*3 p er 
cen t o f  the  t o t a l  S ta te  volume o f  a l l  sound t r e e s  f iv e  inches 
in  d iam eter, b re a s t h igh , and la rg er*  About th re e  fo u rth s  o f  
each type o f t r e e ,  i*e* saw tim ber and sound t r e e s ,  was hard­
wood* The volume o f tim ber p e r average acre i s  very low, in  
comparison w ith the  V irg in ia  average* Fulpwood production  
v a r ie s  from y ea r to  year but s in ce  le s s  than  one te n th  o f  a l l  
puipwood comes from hardwoods, i t  I s  c le a r  th a t  Region 1 has 
l i t t l e  to  o f f e r  to  th e  pulp industry*
In  1942, Region 1 contained 4*8 p e r cent o f  th e  State*© 
sawmills* One hundred s ix ty  sawmills were in  th e  reg io n , but 
twenty-seven o f the® were id le  and a l l  were small m ills*  
F if ty - s ix  m il ls  produced from one to  fo rty -n in e  m illio n  board 
f e e t  and seven ty -th ree  produced from f i f t y  to  499 m illio n  board 
fee t*
1Forest- Survey R elease Ho.*. If*  Southeastern  F orest 
Experiment S ta tio n , A shev ille , North Carolina#
Although m om than m m h e l f  o f legion tie total lead area Is id 
foreaflaad f only a vary ©matt portion * f  R »  region* & 'to ta l tmeome Is 
derived from fo r e s t products* Some o f  th is  land to  p u b lic ly  owned and erne 
in mmosmoroi^L but over 470*000 acres are c la s s if ie d  as eo&merei&i forest
land#
HOet of the forest lead Is  not fw ad on. farms but only f-erty^bwe 
prntmm m m  lis te d  as 'employed la  forestry and f ly in g  in  the region th  
1945* M 1945, there war# Imt three estafelishmonts in  the region, m m m  
faebmring wood products and the sawmills In the area were a ll small*
Rrbracttwe indust ries * opmont apiculture, .are mot well developed 
i n  Hie m g im *  .Region 1 earn mmtr&Jm&o Utile to the pulp 
iadusbry until em m process Is developed *M<& m m utilise hardwood which 
forms the ma^or portion, of Region I*a timber stands* Host of the timber 
in the region Is also pole timber instead of saw timber and yield per 
average- m m  is low in comparison with the Virginia, average*. Much of the 
limber is fount #m steep mswtaln slopes ami would have to be taken, fm m  
the area In brooks since. the railroads, run thrombi the fleer of the valley* 
At. the present time* forest resottfeee in Region 1. are mot. utilised to- a 
great- extent* The forests ere of scenic beauty * however,' and the parks end 
other areas In the region attract many tourist $«
CHAPTER U
water r e so u r c e s
ground Water
The V alley and Ridge province in  V irg in ia  in c lu d es Re­
gion 1* The northern  h a l f  o f  th e  v a lle y  i s  a  broad f e r t i l e  ,
r o l l in g  p la in  on each sid e  o f  th e  M assanuiten Mountains in
which meandering stream s a re  deeply entrenched* The southern 
h a l f  o f  th e  v a lle y  i s  more narrow, h i l l y ,  and i s  f i l l e d  w ith 
ridges* Most o f the  v a lley s  a re  underla in  by lim estone o r
sh a le  and rid g es a re  ex p o sed  o f  sandstone,, hard sh a le , and le s s
so luab le  limestone*
The V alley o f  V irg in ia  i s  underla in  almost e n t i r e ly  by 
lim estone and dolom ite except th e  Massanutten Mountain area  
which i s  ch a ra c te rised  by sh a le  and quart s ite *  lim estone i s  
e a s i ly  soluble- in  w ater and im parts calcium carbonate to  ■ th e  
to  th e  w ater in  la rg e  amounts* Magnesium i s  a lso  found In  the  
water*
Wells are  u t i l i s e d  in  th e  region since running w ater i s  
no t av a ila b le  to  many farms* Most o f  th e  w ells must be pumped* 
la rg e  sp rings are  cumbrous in  th e  lim estone regions and sometimes
now  a t  a  r a te  o f hundred o f  ga llons to  th e  minute* Since th ese  
sp rings o ften  feed r iv e r s ,  they  a re  im portant to  th e  region*
Water which runs through lim estone i s  l ik e ly  to  be hard 
s in ce  p a r ts  o f  calcium , magnesium, and o th e r m inerals are  e a s i ly  
d isso lved  in to  th e  water* Water running 'through sandstone, on 
th e  o th e r hand, i s  l ik e ly  to  be s o f t  since th e  sandstone does 
not d isso lv e  easily *  H arrisonburg has s o f t ,  pu re , g ra v ity  flow  
w ater from th e  mountains although w ater from S ilv e r  Lake a t  
Layton, which i s  a lso  u t i l i z e d ,  i s  hard*
Surface Water
The Shenandoah E lv er which i s  s p l i t  in to  th e  Worth Fork 
and th e  South Fork by th e  Massanutten Mountains, runs through 
the  region* Many o f  the  stream s t r ib u ta ry  to  th e  Shenandoah are 
fed by h igh ly  productive springs* D aily samples were taken from 
th e  Morth Fork n ear S trasburg  and th e  South Fork n ea r Luray in  
o rd e r to  determ ine t h e i r  chemical content* The a rea  drained  by 
th e  Shenandoah i s  formed o f lim estones, dolom ite, and sh a le  and 
sandstone from th e  ridges* The g re a te s t amounts o f  m ineral mat­
t e r  in  th e  w ater are  b icarbonates o f  calcium and magnesium, 
in d ic a tin g  hardness*
There are  f iv e  g ag in g -s ta tio n s  in  th e  region w ith  records 
ranging in  du ra tion  from nine to  eighteen years* Discharge o f  
w ater from th e  r iv e r  i s  measured a t  these  s ta tio n s*  There i s  
e i th e r  a  m ill o r  power p la n t above each o f the  gag lng-st a tio n s  
which reg u la te s  low flow, w ith th e  exception o f th e  Cootes S tore 
S tation*  O ther s ta t io n s  are  lo ca ted  a t  o r  n ear S trasbu rg , 
Lynnwood, buray, G ro ttoes in  ad d itio n  to  th e  Cootes S to re  s ta tio n *  
There a re  fo u r dams in  Page county, more than seven in  
Rockingham, and f iv e  in  Shenandoah according to  inform ation in  
B u lle tin  % o f  th e  V irg in ia  Conservation Commission* A major 
proposed re se rv o ir  to  be lo c a ted  a t  Brocks Gap on th e  Horth Fork 
o f  the Shenandoah R iver i s  reported  as economically feas ib le*
This dam was to  b© fo r  th e  purposes o f  f lo o d -c o n tro l, power and 
p o llu tio n -co n t ro l  but opposition  a t  pub lic  hearings led  th e  Corps 
o f  Engineers to  withdraw plans*
S i l ta t lo u  records a re  no t av a ila b le  f o r  th e  region*
Begl©** 1 its enriched  %y th e  r iv e r s  and stream s which flew  through** 
out th e  region# fher© i s  u su a lly  enough w ater l a  the  reg ion  to  suppert 
the  liveetoele  and to  grew crops* A& occasional drought t r i a g e  hardship  
to  th e  reg ion  and effort-© w e t  then  he tafew to  conserve water* Soms 
ere&e* such as th e  c i ty  o f  Barrlsohhurg* h a re  emergeaor ©applies o f  w ater 
svaileihle*
H oods a le#  occur w ith in  the- reg ion  and th e se  do a g re a t  dea l o f ’ 
damage when they cannot he con tro lled*  . in  th e  re se a t pash a  g rea t deal 
o f  p ro p e rty  dosage m& some lo s s  o f  l i f e  re su lte d  from a  se rio u s  flood* 
flo o d  co n tro l p ro je c t .0 h a re  h ew  approved in  th e  a rea  a ffe c te d  hy th is- 
flood*
Hi# w ater i s  a lso  o f  eommefeiai importance Imh o p p osition  ho dam 
p ro je c ts  hy persons who-- would h e . inem vsrleneed  hy such p ro je c ts  h in d e rs  
commercisi development* Water power* l ik e  fo restry * , h as .n o t te en  fo l ly  
developed in. Begion 1* With th e  entrance o f more in d u s tr ia l  cone ©roe* 
p ressu re  may he p u t upon th e  government to  deve lop .the  w ater reso u rces 
ho a  g re a te r  erfewt*
CHAPTER X 
MANUFACTURING
\
Region 1 has about 3*500 persons employed in  manufac­
tu r in g  in d u s tr ie s ,  o r  about 15 p er cen t o f  a l l  employed workers 
This percentage exceeds th a t  o f  the  S ta te  as a  whole which i s  
10 p e r  cent* As a  source o f  employment, m anufacturing i s  
second only to  ag ricu ltu re*
Figures re leased  by the V irgin ia Department of Labor 
and Industry  l i s t  e ig h ty  manufacturing estab lishm ents in  Be­
gion 1* These f ig u re s  w i l l  no t n e c e ssa r ily  agree w ith census 
re p o rts  because o f  d if fe re n t  methods o f  c la s s if ic a tio n *  The 
major types o f  m anufacturing are  food products and t e x t i l e s ,  
followed by s to n e , c lay , and g la ss  p ro d u c ts , paper p roducts, 
m etals and machinery* F if ty  d if fe re n t  a r t i c l e s  are  produced 
in  th e  c i ty  o f  H arrisonburg although le s s  than  1,000 workers 
a re  employed in  manufacturing* In th e  reg ion , only Rockingham 
county employs more than one thousand persona in  manufacturing* 
Among th e  a r t ic le s ' manufactured are  cement and c in d er 
b locks, men1© and women.f & garments, ic e  cream, paper boxes, 
poultry equipment, shoes, fu rn itu re ,  k n it  f a b r ic s ,  plows, 
chem icals, f e r t i l i s e r ,  s i l k ,  rayon, iro n  k e t t l e s ,  k e t t l e  s tav es
n
b a r r e ls ,  f lo u r ,  fe e d s , b u t te r ,  a g r ic u ltu ra l  and hydrated lim e, 
g rav e l, candy, and te x ti le s *
N atural resources o f  th e  region such as lim estone, lum­
b er from th e  fo r e s ts ,  and a g r ic u l tu ra l  products from th e  land  
are  handled by manufacturing in d u s tr ie s  as w ell as products 
no t n a tiv e  to  the  region but which a re  given u t i l i t y  w ith in  
th e  region#
M anufacturing estab lishm ents in  th e  region employed 
3,951 wage earners in  1945, most o f  whom were w hite .
x m
TAELS
m anufacturing estab lishm en ts m  reg ion  1
Estate- Wag©
 Eagaa
Value o f  
2ro,dusts,,
A ll manufac­
tu r in g SO 3,954 $4,280,919 $38,760,144
39 1,116 985,665 18,599,477
12 1,457 1,431,024 5,294,063
3 45 35,210 146,466
6 43 54,323 250,730
2 450 563,030 3,808,093
5 519 888,414 9,527,893
7 227 207,990 452,980
_j5________ 97 115^263 680,442
food products 
T e x tile s  
Wood products 
Paper products 
le a th e r  pro­
ducts
Chemical pro­
ducts
Stone, c lay  and 
g la ss  products 
M etal and 
Machinery
Sources Personal Correspondence, L e tte r  from Miss Mary 
Eoosser, August, 1950*
Value added to  manufacture in  1945 to ta le d  eleven m illio n  
d o lla rs*  About th re e  and one h a l f  m illio n s  was added to  chemi­
c a l  products and th re e  and th re e  q u arte rs  m illio n s  to  food pro­
ducts* Two m illio n s were added to  te x t i l e s  and over one m illio n  
to  le a th e r  products#
Between 1939 and 1947, Region 1 employed about tw ice as 
many workers as were recorded in  1939; wages and value added to  
manufacture Increased  by about f iv e  tim es during th e  period* 
Workers increased  from 1,863 to  4,586; from a value o f  $1,576,981 
paid  in  wages, reg io n a l wage payments to  production workers in ­
creased to  $7 ,227,000 and value added by manufacture increased  
from $3,801,573 to  $16,813,000.
In  1919, Region 1 supp lied  1*6 per cen t o f  Virginia*© 
production workers and in  1947, supplied  2*4 p e r cent# The 
region*© wage payments as a p e r cent o f  the  S ta te  t o t a l  rose 
from 1 .3  per cen t in  1919 to  1*9 p er cent in  1947* Value added 
by manufactures increased  from 1*4 to  1*6 p er cent* The value 
added by manufacture by Region 1 has remained about th e  same as 
a percentage o f  th e  S ta te  t o t a l  over the  tw enty-eight year 
p e rio d ; wages have increased  somewhat and th e  number o f  workers 
increased  considerab ly .
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i e  mvsr' to  the m m m f  o fB eg lo a  % and ■
p ro tects a groat deal o f income- for the region* $ht region has? w o k  id  
of fo r  rnmufe^mrlng 'Industries*, th ere e r a ' w i #  w tfeero In  the area b# 
smppX:f th e ' iBdttetriaB w ith labor*' :fhere era raw m aterials which c m  tie 
t it ilia a d  in  th e  maxinfaotnrt&g processes* 4  good trm sportation  network 
s i t e  m ateria ls ‘to- be ksotx^it to  the p lant e a s ily  ohd perm its convenient 
skipmo&t o f  fin ish ed  goods* Hat^ o f  the p lea ts  are constructed beside.
'the ra ilroad  tracks so that m lc a tin g  and loading tan  bake p lace qnlel$t$> 
and w ith a mimisram o f $3$s&&#* MmenelaX f a c i l i t i e s  o f -,the region are 
good# althoa^ i p erh ^ s iam xffic iea t fo r  financing rs*5T erpenslw ti large  
sca le  enterprises*
Ma&trfaotwiag does 'U tilise  resomrcos o f  the- region* th ose tmm* 
factorin g  food products form the la rg est e l ace o f  .ectabli-chmeate. sa t nm  
the po»XfcST* fr u it , vegetables* ■ifvapbeek end - grains o f the region* Stone 
and c ia r  are a lso  need* as w ell as. seme o f the timber from the forestlaad*' 
th e  oketiilesX indmetr^ msec n a tiv e  lim estone as w ell ,ae m aterials fra© 
om tslde th e region*.
& p lo p ie n i in  th e  iw i^ e o te f in g  i i i in s t r le e  i s  second o n lr  to  agri*- 
ettXbwe and I s  on th e  Over seven m illio n  -do llars In  wages w ort
p a id  to  workers in  ifk f- in  comparison to  onl|r one and one h a l f  -m illions 
in  3$Xt*
??*
measured from th e  standpoint of ralue addM to  fro**- 
dncie  %  ■mmufaeiore* has increase*I gsN tatiy 'fa abso lu te  f ig u re s  siu.es 
I$i#- M  list kept pace with the Industrialisation of IPirginia in percentage 
figures* . this indicates that legion f is playing ah Important part j& the 
Iiites|i€s3,faaii^ of the couth am&thai it- is on important regional ec<m* 
« r  within the entire economy of - Virginia,,
M anufacturing has- helped th e  reg ion  in. e th e r  ways he Bides famish** 
img em plopieat and pm duelni income* • |t .  has aided t h  th e  deTelopmemt o f
towns and in c M tu tien e  w ith in  th e  towns* f t  'has- brought new M ass and
■ ' * 1 ,
I n te l l ig e n t  perseae  In to  th e  te f lo n  end th ese  h ere  been s i im tla tl j ig  to  th e  
e n t i r e . region*- f t  may > e @ mmt. in' leesping popaiabiim  on th e  by
c re a tin g  prim ary end secondary employment openings*-
Eimufsnf/aring I#  a  r i t a t  p a r t  o f  leg io n  1*0 economy and ffcratehes 
& h ea lth y  degree o f d i r e r e i ty  to- go along ■ w ith ag rlc n ltn re* ! tra d e  end 
o th e r f ie ld s*  f t  I s  easy to  nee- th a t  m anufacturing I s  becoming o f  i n c r e a d ­
in g  im portance as an. income prodncer sad  ^as a  e tim a la tin g  agent to  th e  
economic- growth o f  fb ie  p a r t  o f  f irg in ia* -
CHAPTER XI
TRANSPORTATION
Highways
Region 1 has a ve iy  good system o f  highway® which allow® 
easy and w e ll- in te g ra te d  tra n sp o r ta tio n  w ith in  th e  region* The 
highways a re  c a re fu lly  m aintained and freq u en tly  improved. In  
1932* th e  S ta te  assumed the  re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  b u ild in g  county 
ufeed er” roads* th e  region i s  served lay th re e  United S ta te s  
numbered highways* a  number o f  V irg in ia  primary highways, sever­
a l  V irg in ia  secondary highway®* and by s ta te  fo re s try  roads*
Motor Bus and Truck Serv ices
th e  A tla n tic  Greyhound and V irg in ia  Tr&ilways bus l in e s  
serve th e  region and th e re  a re  lo c a l bus se rv ices  also* H arri­
sonburg has a bus l in e  which operates in  th e  c ity*  Railway Ex­
p ress Agency f a c i l i t i e s  are  a lso  availab le*
Truck t  ran sp o rta tio n  in  th e  region i s  adequate * The area  
i s  served by common and co n trac t c a r r ie r s  and a lso  by many 
c a r r ie r s  which are  c la s s i f ie d  as p r iv a te ; p r iv a te  c a r r ie r s  are  
exempt from th e  p rov isions o f the  Motor C a rr ie r  Act o f  1935 and 
hence* from reg u la tio n  by th e  I n te r s ta te  Commerce Commission*
P riv a te  c a r r ie r s  a re  no t " fo r  h ire 11 v eh ic le s  but ca rry  goods 
owned by th e  owner o f  th e  vehicle* I t  can he seen' th a t  many
tru ck s  owned by farm ers f a l l  in to  th i s  c la s s if ic a tio n *
R ailroads
Region 1 I s  served by th e  Southern* Norfolk & Western* 
and Chesapeake Western l in e s  which connect most o f  th e  major 
towns o f  th e  th re e  counties#- H arrisonburg i s  served by th e  
Southern and Chesapeake Western* Passenger se rv ic e  i s  no t 
a v a ila b le  to  a l l  towns in  the region* Region 1 i s  fo rtu n a te  
in  having r a i l  tra n sp o r ta tio n  in. each county* since  only about 
one V irg in ia , county in  th re e  con tains r a i l  tran sp o rta tio n *
Water and A ir . T ransporta tion
Water tra n sp o r ta tio n  i s  no t o f  s ig n if ic a n t importance to  
th e  region* A ir tra n sp o r ta tio n  i s  no t y e t developed to  the  ex­
te n t  th a t  i t  may e f fe c t iv e ly  serve .any la rg e  p o rtio n  o f th e
region* except fo r  ch a rte red  f l ig h t  serv ice*
ntransporta t 1 on i s - important as a lin k  between am# area and ether 
areas# frsngpcrte&ian must %e adeueate t#  carry the goods o f a  region to  
market and to  bring other goods -into the region* transporta tion  eosts 
are eehsideyed %  Industries In  choosing location* in  addition to  transs* 
portabion fa c il i t ie s *
le g io n  1 ie  very  fo rtu n a te  in  being s e rred  h r  a l l  modes o f  - t r « f ^  
p e r ta lie n *  although w ater and a i r  tran sp o rta tio n , a re  no t need to  any 
g re a t extent* Sard surfaced  highways converge m  H arrisonburg from th e  
north#- south* e a s t  and w est end th e  reg ion  i s  .also- served by th re e  full***- 
road  common c a r r ie r s  which p a ss  th r o n g  th e  major, towns* &ood roads pmm  
from t h i s  reg ion  to  im portant market c e n te rs  m xh  as Mchmond, Im ltteo re  
.and Washington In  ad d itio n  to- more d is ta n t  p laces*
Bet#Inpient o f an area w ill proceed slowly* If' at a ll*  i t ®  good 
transportation fa c il it ie s  are not present# 3?he fact that th is  region 
has eighty mannfaotmrlng estahllshmsnts which s e ll  ■ goods to many markets 
points out the d esira b ility  o f transportation metv/orks, When goods om 
mow# easily *  tn lck ly and re la tiv ely  cheaply* industry is  encouraged* Over
1.000 workers in  heglon 1 are employed in. transportation and u tilit ie s*
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I t  i s  somewhat e a s i e r  f o r  goods to  move i n  R eg ion  1 th a n  i t  i s  
f o r  p e r s o n s  to  do s o .  R a i l r o a d  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v ic e  d oes n o t e x te n d  to  
p a r t  o f  th e  r e g io n  and “bus f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e  f re q u e n t  changes from  one 
l i n e  to  a n o th e r  b e ca u se  o f  f r a n c h i s e  l i m i t a t i o n s .  The r a i l r o a d s  make m ore 
p r o f i t  c a r r y in g  f r e i g h t  th a n  p a s s e n g e r s  and a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  su p p ly  s e r ­
v ic e  xirhich i s  n o t g r e a t l y  u se d  b u t i t  w ould seem to  b e  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  th e  
r e g io n  to  hav e  b e t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
CHAFFER XXI
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There are no gas p la n ts  o r  gas pip© lin o s  in  th e  region . 
although th e re  has been d iscu ssio n  concerning a p ipe l in e  to  be 
la id  through Shenandoah county*
th e  V irg in ia  E le c tr ic  and Power Company, Shenandoah Valley 
E le c tr ic  Co**op, S ic*, and th e  Northern V irg in ia  Power Company 
provide e l e c t r i c i t y  in  th e  region*
th e re  a re  no sa n ita ry  d i s t r i c t s  in  th e  region*
TABLE XIV 
TELEPHONE EXCHANGES IN REGION 1
Area Exchange S ta tio n s Operation Coiaoanv
Page county Luray 1,604 Va* Tel* & Tel*
Shenandoah m Va* Tel & Tel*
Rockingham Bridgewater 781 Harrisonburg Tele* Co
county Broadway 650 rt ft n
Dayton 466 n ts «
Elkton 725 rt « n
Keezletoim 721 II IT (t
McGaheyville 253 « « n
Tenth Legion 124 » ii n
T im herville 443 it it »
Goods M ill 223 West C en tra l Tele*Co*
West C en tra l 386 West C en tra l TelevEo*
Bergton 180 D ovoaville Mututal Co
H arrisonburg 5,561 H arrisonburg Tele* Co
TABUS XX?
(Continued)
Area Exchange S ta tio n s  . O peration Company
Shenandoah C o n icsv ille n Farmers Mutual Tele.
county
D etrick 65
Companyn n it
Edinburgh 451 it H 1*
Mi* Jackson 414 t* U It
flew Market 362 « ft ft
Orkney Springs 62 « It If
S trasburg 537 w It It
Toms Brook 22? » II ft
Woodstock . 732 r* t» M
Source* Records o f  th e  Chesapeake and Potomac telephone
Company through th e  courtesy  o f  Mr* Inward Dudley,
S I
U t i l i t ie s  i n  Heglofii i  aye evmed "both p u b lic ly  and p r iv a te ly .
Most o f the towns receive e le c tr ic ity  from p riva te companies and water 
from public companies, fher© are some private water companies and some 
sections* sueh m  H i^isouborg* have public water and lig h t , larrieomhnr# 
a lso  has b ottled  gas supplied by a p rivate company.
the farms o f Begion 1 are w ell a p p lied  with e le c tr ic ity  and have 
a large number o f telephones# radios and other e le c tr ic a l appliances#
Farias are not supplied with running water to  the same extent to  which they  
have e le c tr ic ity .
there are over 15*000 telephones in  the region which serve appro-* 
xim ately ?5*Q00 persons, th is  i s  a  ra tio  o f one telephone to  f iv e  per** 
sons# fetu ra lly*  th is  ra tio  i s  not absolu tely correct as to  persons sin ce  
business telephones a re  included. I t  i s  in terestin g  to  note that most o f  
the telephone companies in  th is  area are lo c a l companies.
CHAFTSB. X II I
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Per C apita Income
Bo county  in  Region 1 has reached th e  S ta te  average p e r 
c a p ita  income# but a l l  coun ties have had g re a te r  percentage 
in c re a se s  between 1930 and 194? than th e  S ta te  average* H arri­
sonburg exceeds th e  V irg in ia  average in  each o f th e  years  
sampled.
TABLE XV 
PER CAPITA X8C0ME, 1930-194?
J 3 m ~ ~  i m
Page 1 636 $ 573 #302 #255
Rockingham 665 599 240 20?
Shenandoah 670 601 283 274
H arrisonburg 1,269 1,138 968 857
- ^ V irg in ia  • 977 686 469 413
Sourcet Personal Correspondence# L e tte r  from 
■■Bureau o f  Population and Economic Re­
search# U n iv ersity  o f  V irg in ia , 
■ C harlo ttesv ille , V irginia*
S ta te  Income Tax. Returns
The re g io n 's  income can a lso  fee gauged by income ta x  re ­
tu rn s . Region 1 had p ro p o rtio n a te ly  fewer re tu rn s  in  a l l  income 
b rackets  than th e  S ta te  w ith  th e  exception o f  non-taxable income 
A ll th re e  coun ties had f a r  fewer re tu rn s  p er 1,000 o f  estim ated 
1949 population  than d id  th e  S ta te  on th e  whole, although H arri­
sonburg had more re tu rn s  p er 1,000 than  did V irg in ia  on the  
whole* Value p e r  re tu rn  was #1,411 f o r  Region 1 and #1,?63 f o r  
th e  S ta te  as a whole.
Region 1 had more fe d e ra l income ta x  re tu rn s  in  lower 
b rack e ts  and fewer in  h igher brackets than  d id  th e  S ta te .
Business Financing
There a re  f i f te e n  banks in  th e  region w ith d ep o sits  o f  
approxim ately th i r ty - f iv e  and one h a l f  m illio n  d o lla rs*  Two 
o f th e  banks ■ a re  branches o f banks lo ca ted  o u ts id e  th e  reg io n .
Small loan f a c i l i t i e s  a re  availab le*  An o f f ic e  o f  th e  
R a tiona l Farm Loan A ssociation i s  lo c a te d -a t Harrisonburg*
There I s  a faim ers'1 mutual insurance company in  each o f 
th e  th re e  coun ties and one in  Harrisonburg-*.-
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P ublic  Financing
The co u n tie s , towns, and m a g is te r ia l d i s t r i c t s  o f  Region 
1 have th e  power, along w ith a l l  lo c a l  governmental u n i ts  in  
V irg in ia , to  levy tax es  on r e a l  e s ta te ,  ta n g ib le  personal pro­
p e r ty , m erchants1 to o ls  and merchants* cap ita l*  The sp e c ia l 
assessment i s  not law fu lly  used in  th e  S ta te , however* Repre­
se n ta tiv e  ta x  ra te s  on r e a l  and personal p roperty  are  th e  #2*10 
p e r $100 assessed  value in  Rockingham and $2.00 p er $100 assessed  
value in  Harrisonburg*
In  1947, th e  county governments in  th e  region had th e  ta x  
power over $42,023,290 in  r e a l  e s ta te ,  p e rso n a lty , machines and 
to o ls ,  merchants* c a p i ta l ,  and pub lic  se rv ice  corporations* 
In tan g ib le  personality end bank and - tru s t company s to ck , valued 
a t  $21,772,731 were su b jec tv to  S ta te  taxes*
Revenue from lo c a l  sources has mounted in  the  years 
s in ce  1940 but decrease® secured in  some years* The percentage 
gain  fo r  a l l  V irg in ia  coun ties was 46 per cent but Region 1 gained 
67*3 p e r c e n t* . La 1940, revenue from lo c a l sources was $499,440 
fo r  th e  region and in  1949, such revenue amounted to  1835,569*
In g en era l, Region 1 and each o f  th e  counties- have a 
sm alle r percentage o f  ta x  delinquency' than the  S ta te  aa a whole*
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The amou&t o f  delinquency decreased s te a d ily  l a  th e  reg ion  
u n t i l  194S when i t  in c reases! in  1949# i t  in c reased  again# 
Region l #s delinquency was 13*4 par cen t in  1940* 5*3 per cent 
in  1947* and 6*6 p e r cen t in  1949* th e  V irg in ia  average was 
14*8 p e r cent In 1940* 6*2 p e r  cen t in  1948* and 6*7 p e r  cent 
in  1949*^
Shenandoah county has no n e t debt and th e  debt o f each 
county i s  lower than i t  was in  1940* Ret debt has decreased 
41,3 p er cent below th e  1940 level*
ta ble  m
SET DEBT IS  REGIOS 1* 1940-1949
Tear Fas© Rockingham Shenandoah Region 1
1940 $198,160 $239,870 $140,363 $438,030
1941 246,650 205,165 137,645 589,460
1943 207,414 146,740 119,525 473,679
1944 188,555 117,042 94,870 400,467
1946 154,641 57,644 55,262 267,547
1947 146,873 57,236 35,212 204,109
1948 153,024 127,760 15,312 296,096
1949 126,410 130,837 — * ' 257*247
Source? Annual R eports o f  th e  A uditor o f  P ub lic  Accounts* 
Richmond*. V irg in ias 1940-1949*
^A nnual Reports o f  th e  A uditor o f Public Accounts* 
Richmond* V irg in ia? 1940-1949#
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C ity  and Town Financing 2
A study o f V irg in ia  c i t i e s  in  th e  population  group
6,000 -  25 ,000  from 1940 to  194? shows th a t  revenue from gov­
ernments o th e r than lo c a l has increased  s ig n if ic a n t ly  w hile 
th e  revenue from property  taxes has declined* Revenue from 
o th e r governments in c reased  from 16 p e r  cent o f  t o t a l  revenue 
in  1940 to  26 p e r cent in  1949 w hile income rep resen ted  by 
p roperty  tax es  declined  from 52 p er cen t to  38 p e r  cent • A 
study o f  fo rty -seven  towns fo r  th e  y ear 1947 showed th a t  24 p er 
cen t o f t h e i r  revenue was from o th e r governments in  th e  la rg e r  
towns but as low a© 13 p e r cent in  towns o f  sm alle r size* 
Sources o f revenue from o th e r  governments inc lude re c e ip ts  
from A*B*C.j funds fo r  education , p u b lic  w e lfa re , highways, 
h e a lth , and o th e r  u n lis te d  categories*
In  1947, a l l  c i t i e s  and to m s  in  V irg in ia  spent s l ig h t­
ly  le s s  than $60,000,000* H arrisonburg spent $515,000 and re­
ceived $549*000 in  revenue*
^Commission on S ta te  and lo c a l  Revenues and Ex­
p en d itu re s , S ta te  Department o f  Taxation, 
Richmond, V irg in ia! 1950*
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TABLE TO I 
EXPENDITURES OF HARRISONBURG, 1947
Function Amount
Per 6ent o f 
T otal Expenditures
G eneral Government § 
F in an c ia l Admin­
12,000 2 .3
i s t r a t io n 35,000 6*8
A dm inistration
o f J u s t ic e 1,000 « «2
F ire  P ro tec tio n 20,000 3*9
P o lice  P ro tec tio n 36,000 7*0
C orrection 5,000 1*0
S a n ita tio n 28,000 5*4
Street® 36,000 7 .0
Education. 200,000 38*8
Public W elfare 55,000 10*7
Public Health 
Debt Services
5,000 1 .0
In te re s t 16,000 3*1
P rin c ip a l 44,000 8.5
M iscellaneous 22,000 4*3
T otal § 51% ooo 100*0
Sources Commission on S ta te  and Local. Revenues and Expendi­
tu re s  > S ta te  Department o f T axation, Richmond, 
V irg in ia ,
.In 1947, th e  cu rren t ta x  levy mm §140,000 on tim e 
property  .va lues-o f §21,075,000 in  H arrisonburg, This i s  a  
t ru e  ta x  ra te  o f  six ty -seven  cen ts p e r 1100 and was th e  low est 
tru e  rat© o f a l l  c i t i e s  in  a s im ila r  s i zm group where th e  group 
average was n in e ty -th re e  ce n ts ,
In 1943, H arrisonburg had a n e t debt o f  $306,000 and two 
to m s  in  th e  reg ion  a lso  had d e b t. Broadway was in  debt $40,000 
and Woodstock had one o f $142,000. H arrisonburg1 s  long term 
debt l im i t ,  based on 18 p e r  cen t o f  th e  assessed  value o f r e a l  
e s ta te ,  i s  $1,343,000 which leaves a margin o f $1,042,000 fo r  
fu r th e r  borrowing, th e  debt margin i s  77.3 p er cent o f  th e  
debt l im i t ,  w hile th e  average fo r  a l l  c i t i e s  i s  46 .2  per cen t.
I t  can be seen th a t  th e  debt o f  Harrisonburg and th e  towns 
in  Region 1 i s  q u ite  small*
the fin a n c ia l structure o f m  economy i s  o f utmost importance to  
the development o f  that economy* A large part o f today* s business i t  
done thron#. the u se o f  cred it and the use o f cred it Is  associated  with 
hanking fa c i l i t ie s *  Sood banking and cred it f a c i l i t i e s  are an asset to  
the community i n  that they provide deposits vfolch may he drawn on to  finance 
business* the. purchase o f  a  car* or the erection  o f homes or h u ll dings*
Honey i s  needed to  huild  up the economy and the hanks are ahie t #  fhosnlSh 
money or checking accounts whereby th is  may he done* th e hanks a lso  are 
valuable as a check on irra tio n a l p ro jects since*, as businessmen, h a b ere  
must ca refu lly  sc r u tin ise  ap p lications fo r  loans, and analyse risks*
Careful. % & sM m g  p o licy . i.e e sse n tia l i f  d isru p tive business flu ctu a tion s  
are to  he minimised*
fh e  Income o f  In d iv id u a ls  end businesses i s  a lso  im portant stoic#i
iare#  are paid on such Income to  hear the cost o f government, th e  ta r  
stru cture must be ca refu lly  planned by governmental u n its to avoid in ­
ju stice*  d estru ction  o f incentive# inconvenience* overlapping and other 
weaknesses* Bebt p o lic y  must he o f  a sound nature In order that the gov­
ernmental u n its  maintain a sound cred it standing end are able to r e tir e  
the debt as I t  f a l l s  due* lo c a l governments In th is  region do not lev y  
an income tax  hut do lev y  taxes on property* Charge business licen ce  
taxes# le v y  fin e s  end have other taxes as sources o f revenue* fhe decline 
In the proportion o f revenue coming from the property tax  I s  s ig n ifica n t
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sin ce t h is  t m  I s  the tra d itio n a l large income producer fo r  lo c a l govern- 
meats* fh e  in crease in  lo c a l revenue coming from other governments i s  
a lso  important sin ce i t  in d ica tes that rela tion sh ip s between the lo c a l 
and s ta te  -or federal gove lament are becoming closer* t h is  i s  looked upon 
as d esirab le by those who wish lo c a l government le f t  la  lo c a l hand# w ith  
a minimsm o f  out sid e influence* .Bowever* Begion 1 I s  receiv in g le s s  re­
venue than form erly from th e property ta x  and more from: the other govern­
ments#
Bar Capita individual ■ Income in  the three counties i s  co n sisten tly  
below the S tate average* However* the fa c t that the percentage increase  
in  each county I s  greater than that in  the S tate i s  encouraging* Many 
in d u stries In Eegien 1* Including such bulwarks o f th e economy as poultry# 
are r e la tiv e ly  young and need tim e to  develop before th e ir  f u ll  potential#* 
l i i e s  a# income producers are realised# th e marked Increases in  income 
from agriculture* manufacturing and trade are a l l  good omens for th is  
regional economy.
fh ere are several explanations for the large number o f income tax  
returns in  the lower brackets and the sm all number o f  returns per 1,000 
o f th e  population* Hegion 1 i s  characterized by small farms which do not 
produce very large incomes. In fact*  farm income i s  o ften  supplemented 
by work o f f  the farms* Bora! economies have lower money incomes than 
urban economies in  many cases because l i f e  i w  sim pler on the farm and
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m m  e e if rs ty ff le i en t * : Wages in  the mam&fa&ti&riiig in d u s tr ie s  each &sr 
t e x t i l e s  a w  char a e te r ie t i e a l ly  lew and ' & g rea t dea l o f th e  m anufacturing 
f a  Begion i 'u e e s  more in is h tliM  ia h o r  fa  th e  plan#© them o r
s k il le d  labor* Wages p a id  to  u n sk ille d  la b o r  ar© low er "than. wage© paid  to  
o th e r  grad©© o f  labor*  Hales© th e  goods 'e a te r  in te r s ta te  ©ommeree* th e  
minimum wage o f  ©©Yeoty^fiY© cen ts  m  hoar i s  n o t miOidabOry*
fh© reco rd s show th a t- lo c a l  governments are  re e e fr in g  more .aid tm m  
th© S ta te  government than  formerly aad are rece iv in g  le s s  revenue from 
lo c a l  sources* Although revenue from lo c a l sources Increased • ia  m- ab so lu te  
sense* f t  d ec lin ed  a s  a  percentage of to ta l  revenue* t h i s  i s  tret© Of both 
town and o l ty  governments* I t  i s  ootemesdahl© 'th a t the- towns' and th e  c i t y  
o f  Esgion |  have a  small debt a l th o u #  th e  c i ty  o f  Earrisonhmrg i s  ohrions^ 
iy  m% ex p lo itin g  th e  - p ro p erty  .tan  'to  the- 'fo il -advantage which i s  possib le*  
■'the low I m e  taat rat© seems m forttn ia te- revenue from p ro p erty  ta re s  
in  th e  c i ty  I s  only  IB p e r  ceut o f  t o t a l  revenue as compared w ith  3? p e r  
ce n t in  o th e r  c i t i e s  in  th e  else group which inc ludes Harrisonburg*
ftarejfci a t  te n t  ion  to  p u b lic  finance I s  needed In  th e  regie® and a  
study o f  |mien© in  the a re a  would he a  noteworthy p ro je c t fo r  p lanning  
cfgialsaiicm e#, 'th e  reg ion  I s  n eg lec tin g  %# mate© the most o f  I t s  sources 
o f  lo c a l  revenue? th i s  i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  t r u e e f  Harrisonburg*
CHAPTER XI?
MARKETS AND MARKETING
In a sound economy* th e  p r in c ip le  o f s p e c ia lis a tio n  i s  
follow ed; th e  economy produces those th in g s  fo r  which i t  i s  
b ee t su ite d  and buys those  which a re  produced more e a s ily  o r  
cheaper elsewhere* The people o f Region 1 s e l l  p a r t  o f  th e i r  
production a t  home and p a r t to  o th e r  reg ions; t h e i r  buying 
h ab its  a re  sim ila r*  Trade i s  in te r re g io n a l as w ell as Intra~  
reg ional*  A considera tion  o f markets and m arketing w i l l  
inc lude w holesale and r e t a i l  trade* se rv ice  trad e s  w ith in  th e  
reg ion , and o u ts id e  markets f o r  lo c a l  products in  o rder to  
show th a t  vario u s reg io n a l economies a re  interdependent* 
Wholesale and R e ta il Trade
In 1940, 2,970 persons in  Region 1 were employed in  
trad© and formed 12*4 per cent o f a l l  employed persons* This 
p roportion  o f  about one tra d e  employee to  e ig h t employed work-* 
e rs  i s  s im ila r  to  th e  V irg in ia  ra tio *  Harrisonburg i s  a 
tra d in g  c e n te r  w ith an estim ated  tra d in g  population  o f 80,000*
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TABLE XVIII 
WHOLESALE AMD RETAIL TRADE XU REGION I
Area E stablishm ents S ales
Active
P ro p rie to rs
e£*'
nloyees
Wholesale
Page 5 $ 1,672,000 6 20
Rockingham 22 19,488,000 15 212
Shenandoah 15 4,213,000 13 77
Harrisonburg 35 12,846,000 16 219
Region 1 1 38,219,000 48 528
R e ta i l
Page 155 $ 7,188,000 145 404
Rockingham 224 13,793,000 220 442
Shenandoah 269 12,441,000 283 594
Harrisonburg 185 23,482,000 154 1,316
Region 1 853 $ 56,904,000 807 2,856
Source s • Djv §a Census o f  Business P relim inary  Reports * Wash­
ing ton , D* C*: United S ta te s  Government P rin tin g  
O ffice , 1950,
Sales p e r  capita* using  estim ated  1949 population* were 
$493 o f w holesale sales* and #735 o f  r e t a i l  sales#  R e ta i l  s a le s  
increased* between 1939 m €  th e  2243 £gssffi ££ Bag&aagfe R relim i- 
n ary  Report# by 260 p e r cen t in  Page* 214 percen t in  Rockingham* 
265 .per cen t in  Shenandoah* and 194 per cent in  Harrisonburg* 
During th e  same period* w holesale s a le s  increased, tw enty-nine 
and one h a lf  m illio n  d o lla rs#  Employment rose from 2*446 persons 
to  3*633 employed In  trade*
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Serv ice Trades
Service trad e s  inc lude personal se rv ices  such a© barber 
and beauty shops, business se rv ices  such as ad v e rtis in g  and 
c re d i t  bureaus, automobile re p a irs  and se rv ice s  and m iscellane­
ous re p a ir  serv ices#  Excluded from th e  Census o f  Business 
concept o f  se rv ice  tra d e s , i .e *  tra d e s  not covered, are  radio  
b roadcasting , m edical and h e a lth ,  l e g a l , ' educa tiona l, n o n p ro fit, 
accounting, and domestic serv ices*  Region 1 has 20? se rv ice  
tra d e  estab lishm ents vhicfe have re c e ip ts  o f $2,029,000* There 
a re  215 a c tiv e  p ro p rie to rs  and 355 employees in  th e se  se le c te d  
se rv ic e  trades*  Region 1 has s l ig h t ly  le s s  than  th re e  se rv ice  
estab lishm ents fo r  each 1,000 o f  the  population* R eceipts from 
se rv ic e  trad e s  increased  by $1,385,000 between 1939 and 1948*
Markets fo r  Local, Products
The co-operative  movement i s  s trong  in  th e  region and 
i s  an instrum ent in  m arketing lo c a l products* Audits have been 
mad© o f  th ese  co-ops but they  a re  not av a ila b le  to  th e  public*
I t  can be assumed, however, th a t  co-ops p lay  an im portant p a r t  
in  m arketing th e  products o f th e  region* About twenty-two 
co -opera tives o f  vario u s n a tu res  a re  in  Region 1*
Many o f th e  n o n -ag ricu ltu ra l products are  manufactured
lby companies owned and co n tro lled  by fo re ign  corporations* 
Some o f th e se  do not keep records o f sa le s  in  such a manner 
as to  rev ea l t h e i r  major market; t h e i r  s a le s  o rders a re  re ­
ceived from th e  home o f f ic e  which i s  o ften  in  Mew York o r 
some o th e r la rg e  c i t ie s *  Other such companies re fu se  to  give 
sa le s  inform ation#
P ou ltry  a re  so ld  in  many markets inc lud ing  Hew York, 
Chicago, and D e tro it * Rockingham county p o u ltry  a re  regarded 
as o f  th e  f in e s t  q u a lity  and reach many markets#
H uckleberries, a  sp e c ia lty  berry  crop of S tanley  in  
Page county, reach a wide range o f markets*
P rec ise  m arketing inform ation i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  
to  c o l le c t  in  th e  a rea  and, o f te n , only  g e n e ra lisa tio n s  can 
be made*
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th e  th t  erdependehe© o f  economic reg ions i s  c le a r ly  recognised  when 
m stto ts  f o r  It© product© a te  considered* Icouomic ©©If* m f t I s  
n e i th e r  p o ss ib le  a c t  le x ic a l ' i f  a  sNtgiei* wishes to  produce th e  g re a te s t  
amount o f  Income* S pesla lls& tion  must- tak e  p la c e  In. o rder to  u t i l i s e  th e  
resou rces which a re  a t  hand in  such a  way as to  promote th e  economic 
w ell-being  of the- area* Market s- must he found and developed f o r  lo c a l  
product© and m arkets -for p roducts f v m  o u ts id e  th e  reg ion  a re  v i t a l  t o  
p ro g re ss iv e  action*. Begion % can export i t s  food products h a t must im port 
coal. m& mmw tripes o f  manufactured goods- n o t found or produced in  th e  
area#
$r&4$ has increased  ^orm ousiy  w lth lu  th e  reg ion  and H arrisonburg 
i s  a  tra d in g  o u s te r  fo r  the  a re a  w ith estim ated  r e t a i l  s a le s  o f  mote- than  
tw enty^five m illio n  d o lla r s  in  I f  hi* ■Harrisonburg*® tra d in g  popu la tion  o f 
80fi0 0  exceeds th e  estim ated  X9h9 popu la tion  'of th e  e n t i r e  area* tra d e  
su p p lies  so re  Job© than any occupational f ie ld s  w ith th e  exception  o f  
a g r lc u l tu r t  maBufeeburlug* -
th e  e tto n g  co-operative, movement in, th e  reg ion  m arkets much #C fh#  
lo c e i agriau ltu ral produce* ft*# region does a  great d ea l o f food pro#- 
cessin g  end processed foods can often  b e shipped further- than raw p » *  
ducts*:
CHAPTER XV 
RECSEATIOW
/
Much rec rea tio n  In  Region 1 i s  o f m  Inform al n a tu re  anil 
th e  people o f  th e  reg ion  are  noted f o r  t h e i r  f r ie n d lin e s s  * I t  
appears th a t  th e re  are  many g e t-to g e th e rs  in  most a g r ic u l tu ra l  
se c tio n s  w ith take th e  form o f  rec rea tio n  and include such 
a f f a i r s  as fam ily reun ions, high school, and church functions 
o r  v is i t in g  f r ie n d s . R ecreation d a ta  fo r  th e  region were ob­
ta in e d  by f ie ld  check md. may prove incomplete but should In­
d ic a te  th e  major re c re a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  o f th e  a re a .
R ecrea tional F a c i l i t i e s
P ortions o f th e  George Washington R ational F orest and 
Shenandoah R ational Park l i e  w ith in  Region 1 end. p rov ide  v a r i­
ous re c re a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  such as p icn ic  grounds, f is h in g , 
camp grounds, h ik in g , n a tu re  walks and guided to u rs , photography, 
some sk iin g  in  w in te r, and many b e a u tifu l views o f scen ic  
sp lendor. Rawley Springs, in  th e  R ational F o re s t, has many 
p r iv a te ly  owned ca b in s , a  sp ring  house, m d  a. n a tu ra lly  formed 
swiimiing hole fo r th o se  who enjoy re la x a tio n  in  th e  mountains*
Region 1 has a number o f  caverns which a re  commercially 
operated ; th e se  caverns a re  ju s t ly  famous fo r  t h e i r  beauty* A
M r
C iv il l a r  museum i s  found a t  Melrose Caverns* M assanetta 
Springs B ible Encampment, near H arrisonburg, i s  open throughout 
th e  summer fo r  re lig io u s  groups and has an outdoor swimming 
pool and te n n is  courts*
T o u rist accommodations a re  ample in  th e  area* There 
are  s ix ty - th re e  to u r i s t  c o u rts , 100 to u r i s t  homes, and seventeen 
ho te ls*  /
Reports rev ea l s ix ty - f iv e  swimming a re a s , numerous road­
s id e  p icn ic  and parking a rea s , fourteen  f ish in g  areas and th re e  
lo c a l parks* Hunting i s  a lso  good in  the -region# Harrisonburg 
conducts a year-round rec rea tio n  program and Elkion a  part-tim e 
one* Three g o lf  courses are  open, o f which two a re  p r iv a te  and 
one public* laeh  county has sev e ra l moving p ic tu re  th e a te r s ,  
pool h a l l s ,  bowling a l le y s ,  and dance h a l l s .
O rganization and Organized A c tiv itie s
B aseball and m usical o rgan iza tions are  very popular in  
Region 1* There a re  some f i f te e n  odd b aseb a ll teams in  th e  area  
and games are  scheduled in  th e  V alley League, M assanetten League, 
and Rockingham County League* There a re  a lso  s o f tb a l l  leagues 
and various independent groups. The H arrisonburg Monogram Club
f ie ld s  a fo o tb a ll  team and a b ask e tb a ll team# B asketball 
i s  sponsored a t  Luray by th e  V*F«W*
$ine bands are  l i s t e d  in  th e  a rea , most o f  them 
marching bands sponsored by such groups as v e te ran s , high 
schoo ls , or o th e r c iv il  groups* There a re  a number o f  
lo e a l ly  popular, dance 'lands and Shenandoah Conservatory o f  
Music a t  Dayton has many f in e  • m usicians as do o th e r schools 
and co lleg es in  th e  area*
Region 1 possesses many f in e  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  re c re a tio n , 
both organised and unorganised« I t  i s  an area  o f  g rea t 
scen ic  beauty and th e  fame o f th e  Skyline D rive, the  caverns, • 
th e  seven bends o f th e  Shenandoah R iver and th e  l ik e  ie sw ell 
known and unchallenged#
CHAPTER «TI
smrcATXOH
The e ffec tiv en ess  o f  an educational o ffe r in g  in  a 
community, a rea , o r  region in. la rg e  measure r e f le c ts  the  
economy o f th e  region#
A ll counties and Region 1 had a g re a te r  percentage 
o f  persons who completed f iv e  o r  more years o f  school than 
th e  S ta te  as a whole, th e  p er cen ts being 84*3 and 75 #6, 
re sp e c tiv e ly . The region f e l l  somewhat below th e  S ta te  
average in  th e  percentage o f  persons having a high school 
education o r more5 a l l  coun ties were below th e  S ta te  per* 
cent age but H arrisonburg was f a r  above the  S tate*  In 
Region 1 , 19*9 p e r cent o f  persons tw enty-five years o r  
more have completed high school o r more w hile th e  S ta te  
average i s  21*3 p e r cent*
■Region 1 has seventy-seven elem entary. schools and 
twenty-two high schoo ls, w ith 1948-49 enrollm ent o f 11,657 
and 3,709 respective ly*  F ifteen  high schools were accred ited  
and one was c e r t if ie d *  The region a lso  has th re e  accred ited  
p r iv a te  secondary schools*
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There are  few degrees in  th e  pub lic  schools and 
Rockingham m d  Shenandoah counties have no high school Tor 
th e  colored* Ho?*ever* th e  Hegro forms a very sm all p a r t o f  
th e  population  in  Region 1 .
ta b u : XU
mum or scHoot m orm n  fo r  the  hegioh* 1948-1949
S ite s
and B uildings
F u rn itu re , 
Eauicment Busses T otal
Page W $ 600,000 $ 55,000 $35,000 $ 690,000
B -JL>2SQ a * 2 9 ° 12,020
Total # 609,500 $ 56,520 $36,000 $ 702,020
Rocking­
ham w #1 , 335,100 $216,600 $76,910 $1,628*610
u 7.300 1.400 8.700
T otal $1,342,400 $218,000 #76,910 $1 , 637,310
Shenan­
doah W $ 562,125 #62,090 #67,800 $ 691,925
N  ^ 6s000 500 mu mm 6.500
T otal $ 568,125 $62,500 #67,800 $ 696,425
Harrison­
burg ff $ 442 ,000 $37,500 $ 479,500
B 100,000 4.600 & ■ ' f 104.600
T otal ____ $42,100 $ 586.100
Sources Annual R esort o f  the  Superintendent o f  Public- 
In s tru c tio n , 1948-49#'Richmond, V irg in ia .'
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TABUS XX
PEE CAPITA VALUE OF SCHOOL FROPERTX 
BASED OS 1945 SCHOOL CENSUS
Unit A ll Schools White Schools Negro Schools
Pag© 1184 #191 $ 61
Rockingham 222 225 66
Shenandoah 161 155 82
H arrisonburg 955 v 320 '702
Region 1 236 235 309
V irg in ia 133 204 88
Source! Computed from s t a t i s t i c s  o f the  Annual Report o f  th e
S ta te  Superintendent o f  P ublic  In s tru c tio n , Richmond, 
V irg in ia , 1948-49*
The f ig u re s  fo r  V irg in ia  are  fo r  a l l  county schools and 
I t  can be seen th a t  Region 1 would not compare so w ell un less 
th e  H arrisonburg schools were included*
Public H b ra r ie r s  are  rep o rted  a t  Xu ray in  Page county 
and a t  Harrisonburg* Five tra in e d  l ib ra r ia n s  are  employed in  
Shenandoah, th re e  in  Rockingham, two in  Page, and two in  
H arrisonburg pub lic  schools* D ivision l ib r a r i e s  fo r  th e  
d is t r ib u t io n  o f educational motion p ic tu re s  a re  found in  Rock­
ingham which serves twenty-one schools and in  Shenandoah 
which serves seventeen*
im
Higher Education
Four in s t i tu t io n s  o f  h igher lea rn in g  a re  in  Region 1* 
two o f  which a re  In  Harrisonburg and two in  Rockingham* 
Madison College i s  under S ta te  co n tro l, th e  o th ers  a re  p r i— 
ira te ly  owned* Madison i s  p rim arily  fo r  women but men are  
adm itted; th e  o th e r in s t i tu t io n s  a re  co -educational* A ll 
o f fe r  courses during a summer session  and E astern  Mennonlte 
College correspondence work in  Bible* There i s  a lso  a busi­
ness co llege a t Harrisonburg* The ta b le  which follow s per­
ta in s  to  th e  1949-50 sessio n  except fo r  Madison where th e  
1948-49 session  i s  used* Enrollment as l i s t e d  is . f o r  the. 
re g u la r  session  only*
tabu* xxx
HXGKFR UARKIHG IM REGION 1
Madison ' : 
College
Bridge­
w ater College'
Shen.C oii.
It Conservatory
E astern
Mannonite
lo c a tio n H arri­
sonburg
Bridgewater Dayton H arri­
sonburg
Founded 1908 1880 1875 1917
Faculty
P art-tim e
9?
4
35 28 35
Enrollment i,2X3 548 200 444
Investm ent 12,322,000 11,032,000 #400,$00 #714,000
P e r .c a p ita 1 ___ l & L ,1___ I a V B L - . A ...2,000........ ~JL 1.60S
Sources Personal In terv iew s
Shenandoah C ollege i s  a ju n io r  co llege  and only th e  
Conservatory o f  Music may gran t a  fou r y ea r degree* A ll o f  
th e se  in s t i tu t io n s  g ran t th e  B*A* and B,S* in  sev era l f i e ld s .
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Education I  & m  im portant p a r t  o f  th e  economy elnee un tra ined  
p e r  seme do mot h are  th e  productive e te r n i ty  o f  these  who .here learned  
to  th in k  end apply le a rn in g . Progress and enXi#te»iaemb are  o ften  as­
so c ia ted  md th is  enlightenment i s  in te lle c tu a l in  nature, l i f e  may he 
regarded as more pleasant in  surroundings where th e  people a re  educated* 
The p resence o f  good schools end im etttu tiom s o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g  i s  a  
d e f in i te  a s se t to  th e  region* th e  co lleg es  a re  a lso  a source o f  -Income 
to  th e  reg ion  and in c rease  the trading population*
The fa c t th a t  more persons do not complete h i #  school i s  re g re t­
ta b le  h u t the c a lc u la tio n s  on which such percen tages are  based include 
only persons tw en ty -f ire  y ea rs  o f age m  g rea te r*  Graduation .from h i #  
school i s  m  iftqportg&t p re re q u is ite  to  ob ta in ing  a  job .in th e  world -to­
day and i s  becoming more im portant a s  techno log ica l improvement s occur* 
Farm work: re q u ire s  a  c e r ta in  amount o f h eav ily  seasonal work* i„e* work 
th a t  must be done a t a  given, time* ttfhen farm .work i s  done p r in c ip a lly  
by th e  family* boys must drop out o f  school during  this- period* t h i s  
accounts* In  part-# fo r  th e  f a c t  th a t  county h igh  school graduates are  
fewer then  c i ty  g raduates because in te rru p te d  schooling induces a  number 
o f  young people to  q u it b efo re  th e  diploma h a t  been a tta ined*
E xcellen t f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  education do e x is t  in  Region l t from th e  
elem entary le v e l to  the  co lleg e  lev e l*  The schools have a  number o f
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l i b r a r i e s  m m  a t  hand including  l ib r a r i e s  in  th e  secondary school ay 
c o l l e t  l ib r a r i e s  end pub lic  l ib r a r ie s *  V isual education equipment i s  
a ls o  s y l l a b l e  and d is trib u ted *  Idue&tlon# 1 inbed w ith o th e r o rg an isa tio n s 
which help  develop th e  c a p a c itie s  o f  th e  young people such a t. club a* 
a ssu re s  le g io n  1 of h aring  c i t iz e n s  who a re  responsib le  end in te re s te d  In  
th e  p r o t e s t  o f  t h e i r  lo c a li ty *  C u rio s ity  which i s  aroused in  th e  
schools e rtsnd#  to  local, problems and Increases in te r e s t  In  m atte rs  o f  t h i s  
nature# lu p i l s  in  H arrisonburg schools make v i s i t s  to  m eetings o f  th e  
c i t y  Council* a tten d  court sessions end a re  conducted through in d u s tr ia l  
p la n ts  In  th e  a rea  in  o rder to  se fu a in i them w ith the 'w orkings of, c i ty  
government and -with en te rp rise d  w ith in  th e  c ity *
fhe  conso lidated  school I s  a  m atte r o f  I n te r e s t  w ith in  th e  reg ion  
a lso  and i s  a  p o ss ib le  so lu tio n  to  problems o f county schools \dilch a re  
a ttended  by sm all numbers o f  studen ts  and which cannot supply the  ednea**- 
tiom&l f a c i l i t i e s  which mm t m m  school fo r  a given a rea  would he capable 
o f  giving#
CHAPTER X ?II
HEALTH AW  WELFARE
m m
There are  f iv e  h o sp ita ls  in  Region X* Shenandoah 
County Memorial H osp ita l i s  in  the  process o f  const m o tio n  
and when i t  i s  completed* th e  C ora.M iller and f ra v e l  hos­
p i t a l s  w ill*  in  a l l  lik e lih o o d , -cease operations*
TABLE XXII 
HOSPITALS IH REOIOH 1
Mams Location . . Humber o f  Bed©
Rockingham
Memorial Harrisonburg 205
Page Memorial Luray 21
Cora M ille r
Memorial Woodstock 33
Fravel Woodstock 16
Shenandoah
;0#unty Memorial Woodstock 50
Bournes Personal Correspondence, L e tte r  from Mr# 
Almaek, Bureau o f H ospita l Survey and 
Construction* S ta te  Department o f  Health* 
Richmond* V irginia#
Rockingham Memorial and Shenandoah County Memorial
h o sp ita ls  are  rece iv in g  g ra n t- in -a id  .funds in  th e  S ta te
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h o sp ita l p lanning and construc tion  program under p rov isions 
o f  th e H ill-Burton Act*
TABLE XX111
m edical fmsonmh m  region i
Bock- Shen— H arri-
. .Tyne . Page in&ham andoah sonburg Beg:
Physic ians, 
(M* D**s) 10 10 18 U 54
D en tis ts 2 5 9 11 m
R egistered
Nurses 14 83 23 84 204
P ra c tic a l
Nurses 14 7 11 9 41
Sources V irg in ia  Board of. Examiners o f  Curses;
V irg in ia  Board of Medical Examiners5 
V irg in ia  S ta te  Board o f D ental Examiners •
Health department o f f ic e s  are  located  a t  th e  county 
se a t o f  each county* C lin ic a l se rv ice  has been organised to  
meet needs o f  th e  communities* Health se rv ic es  rendered by 
th e se  o f f ic e s  i s  o f  a g enera lised  nature* The o f f ic e s  are-V
s ta f fe d  w ith personnel q u a lif ie d  to  render th e  h ea lth  
se rv ices  offered* ; /
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W elfare
Each county and H arrisonburg has a  superin tendent o f  
p u b lic  w elfare * P ro fess io n a l workers are  a lso  assigned to  
each o ffice*  P o sitio n s fo r  p ro fess io n a l workers in  ad d itio n  
to  th e  superin tendent in  Region 1 numbered 12, d is tr ib u te d  
as follows? two fo r  Page, f iv e  fo r  Rockingham, two fo r  
Shenandoah, and th ree  fo r  Harrisonburg* These p o s itio n s  are  
not n ec e ssa rily  f i l le d *
The Hines Memorial Pythian Home a t Hew Market in  
Shenandoah county i s  a licen sed  ch ild re n ’s in s t i tu t io n  and 
Harrisonburg a lso  operates a  sm all in s t i tu t io n  fo r  depen­
dent children* Each o f th e  th ree  coun ties m aintains an 
almshouse* There are  no p r iv a te ly  operated homes fo r  the  
aged and in firm  in  Region 1 which a re  approved by th e  Depart­
ment o f  W elfare and In s titu tio n s*  th i s  does not include 
nu rsing  homes $ o f which th e re  aro sev e ra l in  th e  region*
A given household may rece ive  more than one kind o f 
w elfare assistance?  fo r  in s tan ce , one member o f th e  house­
hold may rece ive  a id  fo r  the  b lin d  and another o ld  age care* 
Of 1,26? unduplicated  households in  Region 1 , 37*8 p e r cent
10?
received  se rv ice  only and 6$ *2 p e r  cent a lso  received  
assistance*  This i s  ju s t  about equal to  th e  V irg in ia  aver­
ages* Harrisonburg was below th e  a l l  c i ty  percentage In 
households receiv ing  a ss is ta n ce  and was above i t  l a  
households rece iv ing  se rv ice  only**'
^Annual Report o f th e  V irg in ia  Department 
o f  Public W elfare, Richmond, Va*s 1948*
n o
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If fitm m  are to be efficient predoeefet thAlr health must '%# 
"Ifcu&gr eud Initiative are ■ Impaired by bad health and 
■ rasteri^los of health'Is a highly productive mdayiaMilg when the healfliiy 
persons m m  mmm become producers*
Begion 1 i s  adeipisteXy sta ffed  with medical personnel* th e ava il*  
a b ility  o f h o sp ita ls i s  o f  i f  s e t  import slice iu'ra&iniuining the health  
of th e people Sat the .area sad provides sp ec ia lised  serv ice  such as 3Ufar 
treatm ent, surgery and m aternity f a c ili t ie s *  *£he lo c a l h ea lth  serv ices  
are a lso  Important In trea tin g  the diseased*
WmMmm work is- c a rr ie d  on and 'th e  c i ty  o f H arrisonburg spent more 
in .,19^f f o r  p u b lic  w elfare than  f o r  any e th e r  category  except education* 
M fty^fiu#- thousand d o lla rs  m m  '•spent fo r  p u b lic  w elfare 'and two hundred 
thousand f a r  education*. Households In  Eegion I  rece iv e  le s s  a ss is ta n ee  
_ than  th e  V irg in ia  .overage which i s  snott*** in d ic a tio n  th a t  c l t l s e n s  In. 
th e  reg io n  r e t i r e ' l o s e  support from e r ie ra u l  agencies than I s  tru e  o f  
V irg in ia  a s  a  whale*
fhe pretence of welfare agencies Is the region is a good example 
of the awareness that society must provide for Its members when they are 
unable to do -so* Agencies which are set up for this purpose- are valuable 
institutions for use in times of economic distress,: also*
CHAPTER XVXII
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Region 1 has two d a ily  newspapers, although these  do 
not have Sunday ed itions*  There a re  fo u r weekly papers and 
lo c a l co lleg es  pub lish  one weekly and one bi-weekly# 'The 
o ld e s t newspaper in  th e  region was founded in  1S06, th e  
newest a f t e r  1943* According to  §*>, U*, Ayer & Son’s D irecto ry  
o f Newspapers and P e rio d ica ls  fo r  1 9 4 8 ,-these newspapers 
ranged in  c irc u la tio n  from 1,000 to  11,130* The c irc u la tio n  
fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l papers i s  shown in  th e  follow ing tab u la tio n !
Founded C irc u la tio n  Published
a t
Bridgewater C ollege Bee ******* 192$ 1,150 Bridgewater
Breeze (Madison C ollege ******* 1922 1,000 Harrisonburg
D ally New© Record *• . . * ..........*#* 1896 11,130 Harrisonburg
Commonwealth Review • • • • • • • « « . •  1945 1,250 iur&y
Page Hews and C ourier ********* 186? 3,425 . Euray
Shenandoah Valley ************* 1806 2,019 ’ Hew Market
H orthem  V irg in ia  D aily  ******,* 1882 7,669 S trasburg
Shenandoah Herald •*•*•**•*«•*• 1817 -------  Woodstock
The D aily  Hews Record and Northern V irg in ia  D ally  are  
th e  d a ily  papers and th e  Bridgewater College Bee i© bi-weekly*
Ho c irc u la tio n  was given f o r , t h e  Shenandoah Herald* The S po ts- 
wood T ra il Sun o f  l lk to a  i s  not covered by the 1948 d ire c to ry
and began p u b lica tio n  a f t e r  th e  d irec to ry  was prin ted*
Radio s ta t io n  WSVA i s  lo ca ted  a t  Harrisonburg and i s  
co n tro lled  fey the  N ational B roadcasting Company*
Churches
Nine major re l ig io u s  bodies and severa l sm aller ones 
were represen ted  in  Region 1 when th e  1937 Census o f  R elig ious 
Bodies was taken* Figures in  th e  ta b le  below w il l  be over 
ten  years o ld , but may serve to  in d ic a te  th e  general s tren g th  
o f  the  bodies* At th e  p resen t tim e , H arrisonburg, a c i ty  o f  
approxim ately 10,000 population  has fourteen  white and th ree  
nonwhite churches and Rockingham county has about 120 churches* 
Park View, to  th e  northw est o f  H arrisonburg, 1© predominantly 
Mennonite.
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TABLE XXI?
RELIGIOUS BODIES IN REGION 1
Rock** Shen­ H arri­
Page Ingham andoah sonburg Region 1
A ll denominations*
1936 «»*.»•*.****• 5,673 17,188 8,168 4,707 35,736
M ethodist Episcopal t »•
6,657South 745 2,774 2,213 920
United Brethren «. * 575 3,164 664i 1,065 5,468
Church o f  B rethren. 595 4,732 994 318 6,639
U nited Lutheran •«* 1*282 736 ■ in 276 2,294
P resby terian  *«**.* 835 303 781 1,939
B aptist*  Southern * 1,049 194 23 444 1,710
Congregational and
C h ris tian  *••••• 443 1,087- 412 1,942
A ll o th e rs  ♦#»*•*** 984 3,646 3,554 903 9,091
Sources 0 . $ . Census o f R eligious Bodies*. W ashington 
B* C .# United S ta te s  Government P rin tin g  O ffice$ 1937♦
Community O rganisations ■ ■
Shenandoah V a lle y  Inc* i s  an o rg an isa tio n  to  promote 
and a d v e rtise  th e  advantages o f  th i s  p a r t  o f V irg in ia ; Region 
1 l i e s  vdfchin th e  Shenandoah Valley* Chambers o f  Commerce 
are lo ca ted  a t a l l  county se a ts  and one a t  Harrisonburg has 
been enlarged and i s  known as th e  Barrisonburg-Hoekingham 
Chamber o f Commerce.
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County agents and horn© dem onstration agents a re  lo ca ted  
in  each county# and 4-$* F*F#A* and F*H*A* clubs are  found in  
th e  region* The Federal Farm Bureau hm  p laces o f  business 
throughout th e  region* also*
Boy Scout troops a re  repo rted  in  Page* Buckingham and 
Shenandoah a© w ell as Harrisonburg*- Cub scou ts have o rgan ic  
za tio n s in  Shenandoah and H arrisonburg and G ir l  Scouts ar© 
a lso  found in  Buckingham# Parent Teacher A ssociations are  
common in  th e  region*
Rotary* lions*  Elks* Odd Fellows, and Masons a l l  are  
among the  men*s o rg an iza tio n s located  in  th e  region and some 
have p a r a l l e l  o rg an iza tio n s fo r  women such as Eastern S tar*  
H arrisonburg has fo u r c iv ic  ■ and se rv ice  clubs fo r  men* f iv e  
fo r  women*
Musical organization©  are encouraged throughout th i s  
region which sponsors many lawn p a rtie s*  parades and fa irs*  
F riend ly  r iv a lry  i s  b u ilt, up among • communities through f i r e ­
men*© parade© and th e  l i k e - f o r  which ,Cash p riz e s  are awarded* 
Community e f f o r t  has re s u lte d  in  the  bu ild ing  o f such p ro jec ts  
as the  community stadium* © ftenvas- a memorial to  th e  dead o f 
World War IX* H arrisonburg has & y ear round a th le t ic  program
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sponsored by th e  c i ty  council* th e re  i s  a  healthy  tren d  toward 
com m unity sponsored a c t iv i t i e s  f o r  teenagers which i s  aided 
by churches and schools* F ie ld  and p lay  days are  held  fo r  
the  younger people*
th e re  i s  a  museum a t Lur&y which a lso  has a  c a r i l lo n  
o f  fo rty -seven  b e l ls ;  c a r i l lo n  r e c i t a l s  were given from 
March 15th to  November 15th in  1€M9* th e re  i s  a  p u b lic  l ib ra ry  
a t Luray and one a t  H arrisonburg; th e  l a t t e r  a lso  serves 
Bockingham and Page counties by m otor se rv ice  known as th e  
) "bookmobile”*
H arrisonburg holds a Turkey F e s tiv a l in  October*
Features o f  the f e s t i v a l  a re  u su a lly  parados* th e  crowning 
o f a mmm* a hti*h ggme and -sometlfficf -ft-
pageant*
CMlftxrogOT
Begioh 1 4$r-m area- r ic h  im resources* These resources a re  of 
many k inds and enable th e  -area .to follow  m any& lffereat l in e s  o f  ac tiv ity *
th e  steady  .increase in  the  ex p lo ita tio n  o f th e se  'resources and the in* 
c re a se 'in . th e  Income received  therefrom  in d ic a te s  th a t fu r th e r  expulsion 
in. th e  reg ion  is? n o t only possib le*  but a lso  h ig h ly  desirab le*
Although, much o f  th e  land  a rea  i s  monntainons and no t .e d i te d  to  
fam ing* th e  people have used th e  lan d  which i s  su ita b le  for fam in g  well* 
They have re a l is e d  th a t  c e r ta in  -crops and product# are  e sp e c ia lly  lm* 
p o r t oat in  th e  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f th e  land  and have developed th ese  crops and 
products* The la rg e  .number o f  sm all farms show th a t  th e  farm 1© a  way o f 
l i f e  and in d ic a te s  th e  independent n a tu re  o f  farm ownership and a e r a t i o n  
* since  the  m a jo rity  o f  th e se  farms a re  owned by one person and operated 
by th e  family# fhe d e s i r a b i l i ty  o f  many small farms I s  not a  m atte r under 
consideration#  Fewer acres5, a re  needed to  r a is e  p o u ltry  than- would be 
needed to  r a is e  vegetab les o r  other- crops which would produce a  eorree-* 
ponding income*
Manufacturing i s  an in d u s tr ia l  f ie ld  o f growing importance* i f  
shows m  in c rease  in  value added to  products* in  wages p a id , and In  th e  
number o f  persons employed* f t  i s  an e f fe c t iv e  m d ertsk im ^  in  th a t  i s  i s
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ab le  to  use th e  reeoureeii o f  th e  region such no food p roducts, lumber* ■ 
lim estone* and w ater as w il l  m  supplying employment' fo r  about 15 p e r  cen t 
o f  th e  la b o r force* 'I t  i s  am element in  keeping the- economy balanced 
s ince  the  people a re  mo longer dependent upon a g r ic u ltu re  alone fer&** 
most e l l  o f  th e  r e g i m e  p ro sp erity *  ■
■Since mmufmaturing- concerns a re -aMm t o  ohoose leeatiom e in  th e  . 
■area which are  c lo se  to  raw m a te r ia ls , r e la t iv e ly  cheap labor* e f fe c t iv e  
tra n sp o r t a t  lorn f a c i l i t ie s * , la rg e  market a reas  Including  a - la rg e  lo c a l 
trad ing ' popul&biom,1 and mot unfavorable lo c a l' government co n d itio n s, i t  
i s  f u l ly  e j e c t e d  -that mamufacturing -will c o n tlm e  to  expand. I t  i s  q u ite  
p o ss ib le  th a t  am in c reasin g  manufacturing" in d u s try  w ill-draw  a g re a te r ,  
popu la tion  In to  th e -a re a  since  the  p o te n tia l  lo c a l  lab o r supply f o r  195$ 
i s  mot la rg e  -end co nsists*  f o r  th e  most p a r t , o f  women from, out ©Me-the 
lab o r force* j& thew # banks it*-the a rea  have deposit©  o f  around th ir ty *  
f iv e  m illio n  d o lla rs*  m anufacturing in d u s tr ie s  a re  e n a b le  o f  in c reas in g  
bank resources* A .g reater number o f  'workers would iae reasep ay ro lX e  and 
th e i r  tra d e  would in c rease  th e  v e lo c ity  o f  th e  c i r c u la t io n  of' money* 
B egulsr pay p e rio d s  a lso  ha?®- th i s  effect* ' in- economy w ith  a  w ell I©*- 
veXcped system o f  c r e d i t  imitituMem© where th e  v e lo c ity  • o f  money .and o f  
c r e d i t  i s  rap id  i s  more advanced eoonojsieaily th in  a  region, w ith  p o o r  
c re d i t  f a c i l i t i e s *  sluggish  c irc u ia ti^ i. ' o f  monetary media*- and poor re** 
la t lo a s  between banking in s t i tu t io n s  and the community*
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f t i i s  the a rea  m& ehow svery la rg e  In creases  in
sa le s  -and re c e ip t e during th e  p eriod  studied* tr a d e  i t  bo th  in te rreg io n a l: 
sad tn t f ^ e g te n a l  and I t  «m instrum ent l a  th e  e f f e c t iv e  use. o f  th e  prim?*' 
c ip le  o f  sp ec ia l isa tio a*  I t  a lso p ro v i& es a t  - o u tle t  ■ fo r  lo c a l Investm ent 
since  th e  trad in g  esiablIshm ent s are, o f ten  lo c a l ly  oified and operated* 
Masmfaoturing p rov ides a  s im ila r  o u tle t  for- lo c a l  Investm ent cap ita l*  
ihmin t i t r a t e  th e  t o t a l l e d  ^en t-rate*1. s to r e s * and lo c a l o f f ic e s  o f  m ail 
o rd e r houses heap oos^etitlori- In.'-am a c t iv e  sta te- among iwasShettta In  th e  
area* ■ ” ' -
f rsn s p o rt a t  ion i t  e f fe c t  i r e  -it lin k in g  th e  reg ion  w ith o th e r  
a rea s  and co rin g  goods from s e l l e r  bo-buyer* th e  highway a s te rn  i s  e s ­
p e c ia l ly  w ell coordinated and. the- M # p sy s*  fey--the most part.* mm in  
good condition* t a i l  ■ tran sp o rt a tIo n  i s  o f  g re a t advantage to  m am faotm rers 
and■ to  o th e rs  w ith  -goods- which most-' he -given p la c e  utility-*- Water trac e*  
p o r ta tio n  I s  not o f  importance end' there- is- m  p resen t p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  
I t - w i l l  become so* At p resen t* ■ air- tra n sp o r ta tio n  I s  not- w ell developed’ 
hut may become so and-could he. u sed-fo r  ■rapid trcnsp-ortaticm- o f p e rish ab le  
crops*
Manufacturing* ■ trade* -and a' good system o f  bran sport a t  I  on are 
powerful fa c to rs  in  th e  p rogress ■ o f  Begion I*  th ey  allow  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  
n a tiv e  resources end provide fo r  th e  s a le  o f  such resources* in  t h e i r  r m  
s ta te  o r  as  f in ish e d  goods*, the* d iv e r s i ty 5 imparted- to  the- reg io n a l mmwsgt 
by th e se  f i e ld s  I s  valuab le  and o f g rea t ■ importance in  th e  o v e r fa ll  ex­
pansion o f  the region*
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to e te  ape te r e f a t  reasons fo r  s ta tin g  th a t  th e  people in  th e  
reg io n  hare  a  h igh  iiir to g  standard* ■ to e  homes oerred  h r  e l e c t r i c i t y  
form- a  repy  la rg e -p a rt o f  a i l  homes r  t h i s  i s  e sp e c ia lly  t r e e  o f  farm' 
'homes* 'fe ep le  on farm# a lso  possess many more telephones* rad io s , « t .  
w tem ehileo  th an  do farm ers in  V irg in ia  a s  a  to o ls*  M m oatlonal f a e i i to  
t i e s  'm w  ^ o l i  developed end h ig h e r education t r  re a d ily  access ib le  
w ithout lead in g  th e  region* For those who p re fe r  p r iv a te  secondary educ~ 
;a tio n # th e re  are  th ree , such in s t i tu t io n s  w ith in  th e  region* Beereatiomal 
f a n i l i t i e s  are  V aried end e a s i ly  w M iaM e although lank  o f such f a e l l to  
t i e s  ^  a  su ita b le  number t o  Stag* county i s  l i s t e d  by one-'Page county 
spokesman a# a  p o in t needing correction*  0om«tmlty e o t i t i t i e s  a re  h i so 
impresatire .and th e  people h a te  th e  <pportonity of* jo in in g  a: w a te r  o f  
_ clubs* a tten d in g  a  wide assortm ent o f  churches* and keep to g  informed 
th r o n g  th e  lo c a l  newspapers and radio- s ta tio n *  -the reg io n 1 a e n tiro n -  
meat i s  t e r y  a t  t r a c t  i t s  and inc ludes a  M ead o f  town and country* mtsSt 
s c w to  heanty*. and an opportun ity  t o  p artak e  to  in te r e s ts  o f  a c u ltu ra l 
nature*
to e  fo re s t  and w ater teew p ee#  o f  Begfon 1 a re  no t used a s  tsudh 
as they  m l^ tt he*, f t  to p ro b a b ie  th a t  g re a te r  u se  o f  fo re s t land and 
la rg e r  u se  o f  tester m m m & m ' f o r  todnstrlM . 'pn% oset would In c re a s e 'th f  
income o f  the  area*- fn y e s tig a iie n  o f  such p o s s ib i l i t i e s  I s  recommended*
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fh#r# ay# other aspect# of the  economy which are also recommended 
for fu rther investigation* fhe seeji#-'Of th is  study doe# not permit tfucli'- 
Investigation a t th is  time*.
C ity  and town fin an c in g  -is a  f ie ld  which should he o f g re a t f a t t e s t  
to  e i t i z m u  o f  th e  region* I t  h as  been d i f f i c u l t  to  study such f inaneing  
because such lo c a l u n i ts  o f ten  have d i f f e r e n t  f is c a l, p e rio d s o r  d is s im ila r  
euscounti&g procedures* fh e  study o f  t h i s  f i e ld  tdidertakeu hy th e  S ta te  
Department o f  f a r a t io n  i s  commendable -end lo c a l o rfsn lcatloa©  should 
take  t h i s  beginning and fellow  i t  through, th e  small amount o f  deht i n  
.legion 1 i s  «moomragiug h u t i t  appears th a t  a  study o f  ta n  s tru c tu re  and 
revetrn© sources would he o f  g rea t value to  the region*,
although the region %& progressing and using I t s  resources to  an 
Increasing- degree* i t  s -per capita  income is  s t i l l  le s s  than th a t of the 
S tate m  a whole and. I t s  Income ta r  returns show that small income e a te r s
« V
in the region are proportionally more w w o n e  than In  the whole piste*
A■ study o f income might- reveal* in  a  precis# manner* why th is  s itu a tio n  I# . 
true* fh# scope of such investigation Te great and such -a-study i s  
d i f f i m m  h u t. some study o f the prevailing circumstances i s  recommended* 
legion % I# rich ly  endowed and i s  a  progressive area which may he 
expected to- become a more Important pert - of the  f lrg ln ia  economy , I t  
Is  hoped th a t th e  hast© data assembled her# and-the In terp reta tion  o f  
thes# data  will, he of service in  promoting the- economic p o ss ib ili t ie s  o f 
legion 1*
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